Our year in Class Four
In the tenth year, the chidren are of an age where there is a need for hero
worship and inspiring pictures of human nature. We began the year with the
first instalment of the Norse Mythologies. The children were introduced to
mighty Thor, the Thunderer, Odin the All Father, Loki the Trickster, Sif with
her golden hair and many more Norse heroes. The Norse sagas stress
strength and boldness rather than cunning. Throughout the year we heard
more and more of these tales finishing with the Volsung Saga and finally
Ragnarok.
Our class play of “Thor’s Hammer” was a thrill for all to speak words in
rhythm, to tell the Norse story with a twist of humour and fun, to adapt to
quick changes of scene and to work together in support of the whole class.
Each child also designed and made their own shield, decorated with Celtic
knot designs.
We spent three action packed days on camp at Ngatuahoa Lodge in the
Kaimai ranges. Here the children were able to experience challenging night
walks, glow worms, orienteering, fire building, cooking damper, tubing,
kayaking and a long walk to view the beautiful Te Rere I Oturu falls. The
camp was a highlight for the first half of the year, which strengthened individuals and drew the class closer together in many ways.
We returned to begin Nga Paki Waitara, our wonderful main lesson learning
about our legends of our local area. We sang Tauranga Moana on top of
Mauao, climbed Papamoa Hills, heard the stories of the Three Whales and
the Taniwha of Te Wairoa. Rukuwai and Leonie, along with Ropata Rob
McGowan shared their stories with our class.
At the age of ten, children want to know more about the outer world and to
find their relationship to it. We began by studying family trees and the children’s own whakapapa. Then looked at the familiar environment of where
we live in Tauranga and the local history of the area. We had a fascinating
day exploring the Elm’s Mission House, the Mission Cemetery, Monmouth
Redoubt and the Gate Pa battle site. Ropata Rob and Rev John, from St
George’s church, both told the children stories of the famous battle of Gate
Pa. The class produced some amazing written descriptions and artwork
from these experiences.
We learnt about the life in New Zealand for the Maori before the European
settlers arrived, how things changed when they arrived. We had fun at the
KatiKati Heritage museum dressing up in old-fashioned school clothes and
being taught by the very strict teachers. Looking at all of the treasures of
those days in the museum was really very interesting. We also explored the
hand painted murals on the main street of town.
We then moved on to study the Treaty of Waitangi. We made our own
class treaty and also developed a treaty for the ever evolving, complicated
rules of handball. This has helped to ensure we all treat each other, and the
rules of a game, with care and respect.

Children have an instinctive connection with the animal world. We began the first part of our big
study of the Human Being and the Animal World, with three amazing weeks of modeling clay animals and drawing them with Ken Smith. This was a real highlight for many of the children. We had an
exciting day visiting the New Zealand Falcon breeding and research centre in Rotorua called Wingspan. Every child got to hold a rare Karearea and watch it fly freely during the bird show. We continued looking at the Human and Animal World in term four, culminating with a pet week. We all enjoyed meeting the pets’ of the class and learning some of the antics of each animal from mice to
sheep with cats and dogs in between.
In mathematics this year the children have been introduced to the world of fractions and what it
means to be part of a whole. We have also concentrated on the four processes of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. During fractions the children made pizzas, folded and cut paper and
real cakes, this helped to develop some truth into what a fraction is.
Every child had their own part of our class garden this year. We had some bountiful harvesting of
greens much to the delight of the children. We helped Ann with some important jobs about the
school and lovingly tended our class garden area.
In handwork this year the children made a cross-stitch bookmark
in term one. They worked long and hard knitting lots of little
squares in Fair Isle designs, which they then crocheted and sewed
into beautiful individual and very unique cushions. Most children
managed to complete their initial in cross-stitch and everyone
helped to sew little purses for the prizes at the fair.
Our class has learnt to play music in different parts on the recorder and to sing as part of a round. We have learnt songs with up to
four different musical parts. To be able to hold your own part and
help the whole song sound beautiful takes an effort from everyone. It was a real joy to sing and play music together each day.
The Spring Festival saw our class dance around the colourful maypole with finesse and enthusiasm.
They did themselves proud and continued to show the strength of the group.
This has been a year full to capacity with new experiences and a wonderful rich curriculum. We have
all enjoyed every new corner that we have turned together.
Leeann Bassett
Class four teacher

Our Year in Class Five
The Class 5 year is of special importance in the Steiner Curriculum. The students are in a stage of
development that marks a pivotal point between childhood and puberty. For a brief time, the physical body comes into balance with the etheric body in a harmonious way. The ratio of their breathing to their heartbeat comes into a more adult rhythm for the first time. This is why this year is often known as the golden year. The class 5 curriculum is designed so that the students can both look
back over long periods of time, but also to begin to look forward to their next step in the journey
towards adulthood.
One of the constant threads to be found in the Class 5 curriculum
is the study of Ancient Civilisations. This is part of the students
looking back through time. We started this year by exploring the
stories of Ancient India, learning about the different gods and
taking part in some wonderful hands on experiences of meditation and yoga. This unit culminated in a combination-working bee
and shared Indian feast. Wood was being furiously chopped on
the back field, the classroom was getting coats of paint and the
kitchen was full of students and parents making curries and cooking chapattis. Everything came together over a delicious feast
that was shared by young and old. This event highlighted the
community spirit and family
dedication that makes this
school special.
The class also studied Ancient Persia and Babylonia, hearing stories of Ahura Mazda and recounting the famous epic of Gilgamesh. The study of Egypt brought their first big project of the
year, and class 5 rose to the challenge. For a week the class was
filled with hand crafted mummified cats (no cats were harmed in
the making of this project) pyramids, Egyptian dresses, hieroglyphics, Egyptian food, clay Sphinx and much more. The students also gave their first oral presentation on their projects.
Of course no journey through class 5 would be complete without
Ancient Greece. Indeed, the study of Greece is the study of a culture that was going through a similar period of development to the
class 5 child. The first Greek Main Lesson centred on the Gods of Olympus and their tempestuous
relationship with human beings. We explored the story of Prometheus, giving fire to humanity and
being punished for it, the Trojan War and Odysseus’s long journey home, to name a few. The class
also heard and recounted the story or Perseus defeating Medusa in order to win his mother’s freedom. This wonderful tale became the bones for our class 5 Play “Perseus and Danae.” The class
did a fantastic job of portraying Olympic Gods, fierce monsters, sea nymphs and proud kings. Our
second pass through Greece yielded a more historic and factual approach. We looked at the rise of
the Greek City-State and how different Athens and Sparta were.
The culmination of this unit was the Class 5 Greek Olympic Camp held in Hastings. Seven Steiner
Schools from around the country gathered to train and compete in six Olympic events: style
running, marathon, long jump, discus, wrestling and javelin. Class 5 competed with great gusto
and sportsmanship and to the great joy of all, Timothy Ansorge won the final event which was
the Marathon.

Another focus of the class 5 year is Botany. Our Botanical studies
challenged the class to observe and draw plants and trees from the
local area, make flower press Christmas cards, and take ecological
trips into the surrounding ecosystems. The class went on three trips
that were sponsored by the local council. On each trip they took a
guided walk as well as took part in a hands on practical exercise
such as water testing or species identification. Over the year the
class visited a coastal, a wetland and an estuary ecosystem. In addition class studied the different parts of a flower and how they are
very much connected with and dependent on the environment for
their food and ability to reproduce. Along the way they also grew
their own broccoli, cauliflower, peas and spring onions in their curriculum gardens.
Other highlights of this year included daily practice on the fantastic collection of Marimbas that the
school has acquired. With the guidance of Robyn Denize, the class created a large repertoire of
marimba songs that they played at assemblies, the spring festival and the fair. The class also
took part in a daily fitness routine as well as a series of group bonding exercises to help them work
together as a team. Other key portions of the weekly routine were wet on wet painting and mental
math challenges. In handwork the students created articles of clothing such as slippers, hats and
fingerless gloves.
This has been a full and fruitful year and I am very much looking forward to next year as we enter
into the domain of all-mighty Rome.
Walt Nekrosius
Class 5 teacher

Our Year in Class Six
Class 6 began their year with the first Main Lesson on Geology in which they studied plate
tectonics; the three main rock types; the rock cycle; volcanoes and local and national geological
history. This led the children perfectly into their class camp to Lake Waikaremoana in the Urewera
National Park where they were able to observe first hand the massive geological changes in the
recent history of the area. The class returned to school full of stories of how they had biked for
17km along a gravel mountain road, tramped through the bush, travelled through dark caves full of
wetas and canoed, swam and played in the deep and chilly Lake Waikareiti. I certainly noticed that
they had returned as strengthened individuals as well as having been drawn together as a closer
group.
Our Geometry Main Lesson followed and the students were presented with tools for the first time
to aid accurate and precise measurement of lines and angles. They explored mathematical concepts
whilst producing truly beautiful coloured geometric drawings.
In the final weeks of Term 1, we plunged into Roman history, beginning with the destruction of Troy
and the study of the rise of Roman civilisation through the lives of Romulus and Remus. The class
enjoyed putting in place their own rules based on the 12 tables of Roman law.
Term 2 began with our New Zealand Biographies Main Lesson where each student in the class
chose, studied and presented the biographical story of a famous New Zealander. This was the first
time the students had to work independently within a timeframe that they had set for themselves.
Our first lessons on Physics began with the study of Light and Sound. As a part of this the class
spent a whole week experiencing total darkness in our blackened out classroom. We watched in awe
and wonder as our experiments with light, dark and colour slowly let the light back into our world.
Term 3 saw us returning
to the rise and fall of
the Roman Empire
where we immersed
ourselves into the
Roman way of life
and performed our
class play; a Roman
Comedy called This
Way and That. The
class grew even closer
as a group through
their drama and teambuilding work leading up
to the play.
Our mathematics lessons this year have focussed around decimals and percentages with our
Commercial Maths Main Lesson allowing the students to study basic bookkeeping, budgeting,
accruing interest, working with money and calculating GST. The class enjoyed our trip to the supermarket to test out their budgeting skills and ending in a class feast of the recipes they had tried out.
Term 4 has seen us studying the geography of the South Pacific. As a part of this Main Lesson the
students worked with a partner extensively on projects of their chosen Pacific island, researching
areas such as climate, culture, geographical features and beliefs and customs. They presented their
projects to classes 4 and 5 and we were all impressed with the high level of quality and achievement
that the children demonstrated..

We returned to Physics with the study
of Heat and Magnetism. The class
experienced the effects of hot and
cold through a range of experiments
and observations. They then had the
opportunity to explore the properties
of magnets and to make their own
magnetic compasses. The Main
Lesson ended with a magnetic magic
show in which the students designed
their own ‘trick’.
As we come to the end of the year we
find ourselves following the historical
events that surrounded the rise of
Christianity and Islam. This is a
welcome calmness after the turmoil of
the fall of the Roman Empire and a
fitting time to hear more of the stories
of Christ as we approach Christmas
and the celebration of his birth.

The year has been marked with tremendous growth and development of these special young
people, physically, emotionally and spiritually. I feel very proud of each and every one of them
and look forward with excited anticipation to Class 7 and all the wonderful opportunities it will
bring our students in their last year with us.
Saskia Etherington
Class 6 teacher

The Class Seven Journey 2012
Students in class seven rise from the ashes of Rome and
enter a time in their lives of balance and beauty. They
display an avid interest for worldly matters and phenomena
which is catered for with main lessons including; King
Arthur, The Age of Discoveries, Social Studies, Physiology
and the Renaissance. Here they begin to awaken to how
the modern world they live in has been shaped and formed
from decisions and discoveries made long ago. Alongside
this begins the development of more abstract forms of
thinking through Algebra, Statistics, Mechanics, Chemistry,
Perspective Drawing and Pythagoras Theorem. At the
same time they develop a greater inner awareness and are
able to reflect on their experiences. There is no better
canvas to display this new sense of beauty than through
the Wish, Wonder and Surprise creative writing and poetry
main lesson.

When this class arrived at the beginning of this class seven
journey, they were ready to discover the world. They enthusiastically received the stories of courageous men who dared to
brave the oceans and leave familiar shores behind. This was
reinforced in a practical sense when the class launched themselves off the coastline for a week of adventurous sailing to
develop a real taste of what it meant to take to the water. In
becoming teenagers, they were leaving the old behind and setting foot on new shores. When their solid earth began to
shake, they looked to the heavens for guidance and were rewarded with a wonderful Astronomy main lesson led by Rachel
Pomeroy, who taught them how to ground themselves by following the stars.
Historically, the King Arthur play allowed the class to glimpse an experience of living in a time of chivalry and honour, bound by stringent rules
and regulations. The Medieval feast that accompanied this experience
provided the extended families a chance to also participate in this time
and share the wonder with the class. As the stringent rules became too
restrictive, the blossoming of creativity and a sense of purpose and discovery burst through the class with the Renaissance main lesson. Unshackling themselves from the
restraints, they embraced the
great masters of invention and
strove to emulate their
achievements. There was a
feeling of taking responsibility
for their overall participation,
and many went to extraordinary lengths to produce impressive results. This was obvious during their Renaissance project presentations
which inspired the classes below them to strive for new
levels of excellence.

Mathematically, the students made connections with subject
matter they had learned in previous years and realised how
maths wove itself throughout all life situations and formed
the basis of logical thought.
As the year progressed, the class took real delight in the use
of words and began to sense their ‘power’ of thought,
becoming increasingly self-opinionated and clever in their
descriptions. Their writing developed depth and a real sense
of purpose as they began to realise they could manipulate
the language to their best advantage. This experience was
enhanced with regular Te Reo and Dutch language lessons
which allowed the class to dissect the rules of language and
grasp the patterns that form our main vehicle of communication. Through creative writing and poetry they sculptured
their words into works of beauty that reflected the way they
viewed the world and projected with clarity their hopes and
dreams for the future.

Artistically, a culmination of seven years of painting and
drawing lessons resulted in quality works to be displayed
with pride. Beautifully balanced on the canvas with true
understanding of shape and form, guided blends of
colour and a realness brought about by space, and depth
all captured with mood in shading.
Socially, the Odyssey cemented a core of trust and a firm
bond formed between the class as a whole and united
body. Gone were the groups of selected memberships,
and emerging was a sense of ‘oneness’, where all members
of the class were recognised for their strengths and
celebrated for their contributions. One of the personal
highlights was the St Michael festival. As angels, a sense of reverence and truthfulness emerged to
heal wounds and establish new boundaries of care.
This year has been full of heightened experiences, tumultuous explosions, side-splitting laughter
and beauty to bring tears to your eyes; each experience bringing with it great learning.
Thank you to all the wonderful parents,
siblings, grandparents, teachers and
community members who have accompanied these young people on their journey
so far, helping them to become all they are
today.
It has been a privilege to travel a part of
this journey with them. I take their lessons,
their laughter and their love with me as I
wish them an amazing future.
Francean McCall
Class 7 Teacher

The Festival Year

Sports 2012
Our summer sports are Flippaball, Waterpolo, Kiwivolley, Supervolley and Cricket.
At the end of the 2012 season our
Flippaball and Waterpolo teams
looked more confident and they had
learnt to work together as a team.
Water has been a great medium for
the children to play in. The game is
not played at haste and children that
are new to team sports feel more at
ease.
The junior Volleyball teams enjoyed
the game and learnt to support each
other on and off the court. The
intermediate team took a little while
to find their feet in the Supervolley
grade. Nevertheless they rose to the
challenge.

Intermediate Water Polo

The cricket parents in both class 3 and 4 were very supportive during practices and at games. The
class 3 cricket team gained new skills and learnt to appreciate individual abilities. Class 4 cricket
team enjoyed the faster pace of hard ball and learnt the lesson that a hard ball is HARD and
running while wearing pads is not that easy.
The Class 3 Basketball team had a good season with some wins and some lost. Class 4 & 5
combined team had a great season finishing at the top of their grade NO LOST. The Intermediate
team came fourth in their grade a great effort by all.
We had a very successful hockey season. The intermediate Hockey team won the reserved grade.
The Steiner Lions (Class 5) won the A2 grade and the Steiner Falcons (class 4) won the A3 grade.
The Steiner Eagles (Class 3) had an enjoyable season and we are sure to have some returning
players next season. This year there were no representative trials for junior players but they did
have a ‘skills day”. Specific challenges were set out for players to complete. Scores were recorded
for the individual as well as for the team. Class 3, 4 and 5 attended and all players received a
certificate with their achievements/scores.

Intermediate Hockey

The netball season was a busy one with three
one day tournaments added to the season.
These tournaments were attended by Class
7, 6, 5 and 4 teams. Class 7 and Class 4
managed to secure a win in one of the
tournaments. The Class 7 team came
second in their grade. All the girls finished
the season on a very positive note. We are
expecting them all to return in the next
season.

Steiner Sprinters

Shooting Stars Class 3 Netball

This year we received Netball & Cricket
funding to assist us in the purchase of gear
and uniforms. A big thanks to Jen Burton
and her team for chasing this funding on
our behalf.

Class 6 Netball

Thank you to Janine Howard and Mark ten
Have for being the Netball and Hockey coordinator respectively.
Thank you to Sue & Dave Blomquist of
'Brumbies' who have continued to provide
us with 'Brumbies Player of the Week
vouchers.
All the Teams have a Coach and Manager
who come from the parent, teacher & wider
community. As in previous years they give
their time & energy generously and the children are able to enjoy a season of sport.
Thank you to for volunteering to help.
Hope to see you all in the 2013 season. Karen Friskney

Steiner Falcons Class 4

