WEDNESDAY WINDOW
1st November 2017
News update from the bush and farmAt the beginning of term four 28 shy and excited 6 years olds
arrived at the farm shed loaded with beautiful checked
backpacks holding their spare clothes, handmade by Suzanne,
and school bags packed with lots of food, gumboots and
jackets. As they hiked away from the kindergarten years and
their parents there were many questions in the air for all of us.
Who would this new class be? How would they interact and
become one group? Was our careful planning going to achieve
this?
But the farm and bush seems to work its own magic. Just a few
weeks later, these same children are already looking at home in
their new environment. They ‘greet the golden sun’ each
morning together and are eager for their daily story.
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday the children feed and
care for animals on the farm and repot plants for Anne. At
present we are eagerly waiting for piglets to be born.

There is so much to learn up here and watching the children
get on with this learning is inspiring. Learning on the land
(including the creek and fairy forest) learning together and
from each other, learning to accept our differences and
learning in our own time is what is offered in this transition to
school program.
I am happy to report that Class 1 2018 is well on track for
establishing themselves being united crew of their waka.
Nga Mihi
Sheryl
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Over our last few meetings we’ve discussed the issue of parent feedback and our annual survey.
It’s that time of year again and we are therefore asking you participate in a Feeback Survey to
help us keep in touch with our community and see how our school is doing from a
caregiver/parent’s point of view.
Next week we will email out the survey for you to complete online. It will arrive in your inbox as a
link to follow, will be straightforward and hopefully not take up too much of your time. If you
would prefer to complete a paper copy, please call into the office and see Cathy who can let you
have one, your survey can then be returned to the office or left in the drop box outside the office.
We know it’s an incredibly busy time of the year but we’d really appreciate your time to complete
the survey so we can get a clear picture of how our community views our school. Watch your
inbox for the survey next week.
Many thanks for your assistance and support.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees
FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
A Pledge Contribution and Special Character Recommitment for 2018

Over the last years, in response to some confusion about what constitutes special character,
about enrolment preference and the school’s expectations of parents, and where your donations
fit into both these things, we have re-developed this form. It now achieves several purposes,
including the opportunity for you all to re-clarify and re-commit to your child’s learning journey at
the Tauranga Waldorf School for the year ahead.
The reason we ask you to reconfirm your child’s enrolment is that we have very long and evergrowing waiting lists on many classes and so in order to be considerate to all these people, we
would like to be able to indicate the likelihood of placement. We need your help to achieve this. By
filling the pledge form out and submitting it, you let us know that, barring unforeseen issues
arising, you are wishing and planning to have your child or children in the school or kindergarten
in 2018. If you are in any doubt about that please just signal that to us and do please also
engage with your class teachers or kindergartener so they can help with any input you may need
for your decision-making.
Committing to an intended donation amount allows the Trust to budget and plan to deliver the
special character aspects of the education you have chosen for your child. The extent to which
this is possible directly relates to the recommended donation per child/ family. Donations are the
only income the Trust receives that can be used to deliver the education you have chosen. The
extent to which we can do this rests with us all individually and collectively. So by filling in and
submitting the form you also let us know that you have understood that your special character
commitment is a commitment to supporting the delivery of a Waldorf education to all the children
of the community and not just your own. And that you willingly take on, that responsibility.
This pledge form is available on the school’s website and can be filled in and submitted from there
if that is convenient. We are more than happy to also receive these scanned and via email.
Alternatively they may be posted in the drop-box outside the office or handed in to reception. If
you wish to speak to the pledge manager, because you would like to offer deeds as part of your
contribution, please email pledges@waldorftga.nz or contact the finance office for an appointment.
Yours truly,
Marlis Resenterra
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FROM THE FAIR GROUP
Tauranga Waldorf School Fair – Sunday 12 November – 10 AM-3PM

The fliers are out and the road signs are up…this can only mean one thing. That’s right, its fair
time again and with only 11 days till the big day we really need your help! In order for this day to
be a magical experience for the children, our wider community and ourselves we need everyone to
pitch in.
What We Need…
• Lemons – We require 100 lemons one week before the fair for the slushie bike, please leave
any you have outside class 7 for a yet to be found coordinator
• Sponsorship donations from any Waldorf family that has a business and would like to
contribute in this way would be most welcome! Please contact Dahna dahnaf@yahoo.com
• Seedlings and cuttings – Please keep potting up your seedlings and cuttings ready to be
dropped of at the plants and produce stand on fair morning
• Tangelos – Anyone with Tangelos going spare please bring them in on the Friday before the
fair or if you have a large amount available please contact Marcia 0211858632 or drop off on the
back deck of Class3 in the shade next week
• Servers – We require salad servers, serving spoons, spatulas, tongs etc please label with your
child’s name and classroom in case they aren’t collected at the end of the day
• Plastic Bags – Jane needs plastic bags for the plants stall if you have any these can be given
to her at the Friday Markets between now and the fair
• Outdoor Furniture – We need lots of outdoor furniture of all shapes and sizes. If you have
anything that can be sat on and eaten at, please contact Dahna or Ben dahnaf@yahoo.com
021937792.
We also need 3mx3m gazebos and trestle tables, please contact Nigel if you can spare yours 021
392777.
Stall Co-Ordinators
• We still need a coordinator for Flower Garlands. This stall is super easy set up and pack down
and is one of the iconic fair stalls, it would be a real shame to not have it this year because we
cant find a coordinator.
• We also need a coordinator for Coffee and Cake. This involves liaising with our bulk
purchasing organiser, set up on the day and pack down.
• A Class 4 Parent is needed to co-ordinate the lunch café, a previous co-ordinator can give you
some tips if you are concerned about the workload
• A Class 5 parent is required for the co-ordination of the Gourmet Sausage Stall
• A Class 7 parent is needed for the co-ordination of the Impossible Bike and the Slushie Bike
Any questions or if you think one of these suits you please contact Rachel Wheeler
rach_doubleu@hotmail.com
Volunteer Hours
Stall rosters are still looking pretty empty. Head down to the office windows and fill in your
family’s 4 hours before the end of Friday for your chance to win an awesome prize. If you have
any questions about what is required for a stall you can contact the stalls co-ordinator for those
missing a stall co-ordinator, please contact Rachel Wheeler rach_doubleu@hotmail.com
A friendly tip...volunteering hours before and after the fair (set-up and pack down) leaves you free
to enjoy the whole fair with your family.
Baking & Sweets
Our Fair has a zero waste policy. Cake boxes are now available for pick up from the Cowshed.
Please put your baking & sweets directly into these boxes, (no gladwrap or tinfoil please) and
bring them in on Fair Day. Drop off at Class 4. To help with pricing/allergy awareness, can you
please add a note to your baking listing the ingredients used (just a general overview please).
3

Contribution Lists
Like the roster, the contribution lists are also looking pretty empty. I know we all have busy lives
but without your amazing contributions the fair just wouldn't happen. Our Contribution Liaison
has sent an electronic copy of your classes list to the Parent Liaison..if you have any questions
about what you have put your name down for or what else you could help with, please contact
you PL.
Zero Waste
We are aiming for our fair day to be as close to zero waste as possible, last year we sent a tiny
4kg of waste to the landfill! Let’s see what we can do this year. We would appreciate your
support in helping to minimise waste by using only compostable packaging with any food you
are providing on the day (paper based is best eg lunch paper and paper plates). We will also be
providing some packaging for those who need it for cakes and sweet treats, these are available
from the Cowshed. No tinfoil, glad wrap or plastic bags are to be left on site. If you are using a
reusable container, please put your child’s name and classroom on it in case it ends up left
behind at the end of the day. We appreciate the effort and look forward to seeing how much we
can improve.
If this is something that interests you and you would like to get involved and help out there is a
roster for manning the bins so pop your name down and Stef will fill you in all about it.
Craft Items
Thanks to all of you who have been dropping off your craft. We are still short on items for the
very special Children’s Shop, if anyone has a few moments spare to do some extras this would
be greatly appreciated.
On The Day
• Every family needs to bring some flowers, if you don’t have a garden pick some from the side
of the road or your neighbours. These can be delivered to the flower garland stall
• Bring your seedling, preserves and any spare produce to the Plants and Produce stand
• Drop off your baking, flowers and produce then remove your car off school grounds for the
general public, there is parking on Welcome Bay Road and up at Utopia Park Heights.
• Please ensure you are on time for your rostered shifts, one person being late or not showing
up can have a knock on effect causing disruption for multiple stalls, if something happens
please get in contact with the stall coordinator.
Children’s Money and Jute Bags will be sold at this week’s Friday Market. $10 per strand, $6
per bag, cash only thanks.
Fair Key Contact People
If you have any questions, please ask a class two parent and see below for some of the key
contacts. If they look a bit frowny it’s just that they are working hard and not that they aren’t
approachable.
Internal Stalls Coordinator: Rachel Wheeler - rach_doubleu@hotmail.com for any queries about
school run stalls
External Stalls Coordinator: Meg Cowan - meg@thecolab.co.nz for all queries related to
external stalls
Bulk Purchasing: Clayton Morgan - claytonrmorgan@gmail.com for all stall holders purchase
needs
Set Up: Dahna and Ben - dahnaf@yahoo.com
Finance: Katy Smith - nathan.katy53@gmail.com for any purchasing approval
Entertainment Coordinator: Ant and Kheya Mair - antmair@me.com
Fair Coordinator: Tracey Lee – tracey@lee.net.nz 0274411071 for all other queries

There will be more info out next week, keep an eye out for newsletters, emails and texts with vital
fair updates. Thank you all, in advance, for what is going to be an amazing day!
Tracey :)
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FROM THE KINDERGARTEN
On Tuesday the 31st of October, Rose Ring Kindergarten held their annual Royal Garden Party.
Many princes and princess attended to meet the king and queen and fun was had by all!

FROM THE SCHOOL
Tuesday the 31st of October was also the celebration of the Tauranga Waldorf School Ceilidh
festival. Thank you to everyone who came along to celebrate!

To see more photos form the Royal Garden Party and Ceilidh Festival please see the Wednesday
Window on the school website. Photos by Candice Whitmore.
5

At this year’s fair we are aiming to be ‘zero!’
waste or as close to it as possible!
We will have bins for food waste (pig food),
compostable waste (paper plates, cutlery and
cups), recyclable material and dump rubbish (we
hope this bin will be close to empty!). We will be
directing waste into the appropriate bins at our
three bin sites on the day.
We would appreciate your support in helping
us minimize waste by: Using only compostable
packaging around any cakes or food that you
are providing on the day (paper based is best
– e.g. lunch paper, paper plates). No tin foil,
plastic bags or glad wrap to be left on site on
the day please :]
We also require some lovely people to man the
bins, it's a very social role where you will get to
meet everybody! Lists outside office.
Thanks for your help and co-operation,
Class 2 parents

Special Character Meeting
A special character meeting will be
held on Monday 20th November in
the Cowshed.
The first session will be held at 9am
and a later will begin at 1:30pm.
All are welcome to attend.

DATES FOR TERM 4
Monday 6th November
Tuesday 7th November
Sunday 12th November
Monday 13th November
Tuesday 14th November
Monday 20th November
Tuesday 21st November
Tuesday 28th November
Wednesday 29th November
Thursday 7th December
Friday 8th December
Monday 11th December
Thursday 14th December
Friday 15th December

C4 Parents Evening
C5 Parents Evening
School Fair and Open Day
Teacher Only Day School and Kindergarten
C3 Parents Evening
Special Character Meeting in the Cowshed. 9am and 1:30pm
C2 Parents Evening
Kindergarten Parents Evening
C6 Parents Evening
School Triathlon
C1 Picnic
C7 Odyssey
Rose Graduation
Last Day Term 4 – 1pm finish.
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DATES FOR TERM FOUR
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