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Principals Message
In just so many ways, 2011 was significant for us all as a community.
It was the year in which we finally managed to have seven classrooms with four walls. After a number of years of improvising and
making do with canvas, a classroom which could fit thirty adultsized bodies was an accomplishment indeed.
It was also a year in which we began our transition to school class
for six year olds, a program which we had long dreamed of. Alongside this we were also thrilled to launch our very own sound studio
and were able to offer for the first time the possibility of extra lesson on-site.
On the downside, it was a year in which the staffroom became officially too small. On the upside it was the year in which we started
our before and after school program and a year in both which our
school and kindergarten rolls grew to an all-time high.

Perhaps most significantly of all, we built the Whare. Long dreamed of and hard won, this beautiful
multi-purpose space gave us for the first time in many years the possibility of having an assembly
or a school festival that wasn’t subject to weather. An unexpected
bonus was that the earthworks required to complete the building also allowed us to create the amphitheatre which gave us the possibility of another first - the
Shepherds’ Play being performed here at school.
Following this message you will find an account – in both words and pictures- of all the aspects of
our 2011 year as it was experienced by the children, the teachers and the community of our school
and kindergartens.
Sitting to write this introduction, I am struck by the sheer vibrancy and colour of the learning,
that transpired in our 15th year and I ‘d be very surprised if you did not feel the same. I think
you’ll agree as you leaf through this sketch of the year, that 2011 really did signify a coming of
age.
Mary Tait- Jamieson

PLAYGROUP
2011 Farewells & Transition

Based cozily in the Cowshed, 2011 Playgroup mornings began as has become customary as a
community event with our famous teapot at the ready and our coordinator Caroline Acworth
poised to receive all and sundry in her inimitable fashion. Managed in this way, Rainbow
Playgroup really sits at the heart of our kindergarten and school community allowing new
members easy and natural meetings with old-timers and encouraging the sort of interchanges
and welcome that makes belonging easy.
While the Rainbow Connection Parent and Child Group clearly provides an introduction into our
community, we also like to think that it provides something of a window both into Steiner education
and into the types of parenting that can support children to learn freely, enthusiastically and
naturally. So the environment of this group is gentle and flexible with the coordinator on hand to
support. The mum’s, and in some cases, the dads, craft and chat over a cup of tea whilst little ones
gradually build confidence to move from laps to playing. Walks to the farm to feed animals or check
the progress of the seasons are often part of our morning routine and in 2011, the number of people
enjoying our session grew significantly.
In July we sadly farewelled our longtime
co-coordinator Caroline Acworth who
had established the playgroup in the
Cowshed, developed the Afterschool
care program, was hugely involved in the
festival committee, amongst many other
aspects of community life and with the
“Cowshed Kitchen” just one of her many
initiatives and enterprises. We felt
ourselves to be extremely lucky that Nina
Gude was willing to step into this role
which allowed Playgroup to continue its
rhythm on through the seasons and on
we drifted through the year in the
beautiful haze of this age.
From dear little
kitty looking for
somewhere warm
to sleep to
Gregory climbing
the silvery steps
searching for his
lost lamb, we held
the magic of
playgroup
through story
and song right
into the
summer holidays.
Angela Trillo.

ROSE RING KINDERGARTEN
ROSE RING KINDERGARTENS THROUGH THE SEASONS

Our Summer term began with the children delighting in meeting
their friends once again, and also welcoming those new to our
Kindergarten. Houses and ﬁshing boats were constructed, beautiful golden yellow paintings were created, and the sandpit was
re-dug, as the children settled into their year. Eager helpers
picked the cherry tomatoes and long snake like marrows, (so big
it would take two children to carry them indoors!) The vegetables
we gathered from the garden were chopped and diced in preparation for our meal times.

As Autumn approached, the children picked the apples and delivered them in large baskets to each kindergarten room to be ready for “Apple Crumble Day”. The
Seasons Table presented the colours of this time and also the introduction towards Easter. Eggs
were blown and dyed in readiness for the Easter Festival, and stories of the Easter Hare and were
told. The children would sit in silence as they watched the puppets that would extend these stories.
Later they would re-create their own stories and through their imagination, the development of a
rich beautiful language is heard.
Sadly our lovely tree, that had sheltered the kindergarten children in the Summer, and then
shed itʼs golden leaves to be raked in the Autumn was damaged on a stormy night, and
had to be taken down. Little noses were pressed against the windows as the children
watched the Tree Wise Men climb to the top branches to bring down the tree. The trunk of
the tree now remains laying on the lawn, and its bark has become smooth from children
using it as their horse to ride or their ship stuck on a reef.

The chimney sweeps arrived as the days cooled, ﬁre wood was
brought inside and the ﬁres would warm the rooms welcoming the
children during the winter season. Indoor time was spent drawing,
modelling the beeswax into birds, animals and people, and the neverending fantasy play which is one of the most important aspects in the
life of the Waldorf Kindergarten. It is through this role play that the
children develop their skills of imagination, language, communication,
maths, and making sense of their world. Boots, hats and coats were
pulled on in readiness for play outside or walks to the farm. A very
special time was of course the night of the Lantern Festival when
friends and Whanau gathered with us to carry the glowing lanterns
along the twinkling candle lit pathway and to discover the treasures
hidden in the grotto.

The First Snow Drop was the story that introduced the children to
Spring and shortly after the blossoms on the apple tree were appearing. In the garden children were ﬁnding new ﬂowers and leaves
to pick while inside Spring Time Circle Songs were being happily
sung.

As the year ended the older children came together
as a group and were taken to learn new and exciting
social games and movement skills. This was to
be the start of their new journey towards becoming a
School Child. With the combination of the Advent
Festival, we as Kindergarten Teachersʼ sadly yet
proudly handed these children to their new Class One
Teacher.
Margaret, Suzanne, Tina & Pamela.

Class 1 2011
Class 1 is a year about firsts, a year about learning new things, a year of growing into wholeness.
Our year in Class 1 has been all of these, and more…
It started sunny and warm in February, the 2011 Class 1 lined up outside their classroom with a mix
of nerves and excitement to start their school adventure. The parents and teacher were in a similar
state too!
What a lot of things to discover on day 1: which was my
cloakroom peg? Where is my place in the line up outside the
classroom? Which is my chair around home circle? And where
is my desk? Am I a pukeko, piwakawaka, morepork or tui?
And so we began… in our first sunshine term we met straight
lines and curved lines and spent much time walking, running,
drawing and making them. This led onto finding M concealed in
the mountains and V in the valley, finding a C wrapped around a
cat, a golden goose showed us G and W was found riding in the
waves. There were letters hidden everywhere!
Many different things needed to be counted: toes and fingers
came in lots of five, knees and feet came in twos and in our heads
we have seven windows. So many places had numbers hidden.
We skipped, stamped and danced numbers in a circle and over
the long rope, as well as walking the five-pointed star.
We met King Maximo and the knights of his realm, who fearlessly
rode out on the quest to find the greatest number of them all. Sir
Owen, Sir Twain, Sir Thrice and Sir Foursquare told of their great
adventures. Bees and rainbows also had their tale to tell. King
Maximo and Jocomo the jester took up the quest too, and travelled to Greece to find the old wise
man Pythagoras, who showed them number ten, a heavenly keyholder.
Handwork and making beautiful things became something Class 1 is very good at. To start with,
everyone finger knitted to make long reins, while our needles knitted the breastplate for our horse
reins. Those who completed their reins moved onto knitting one of the wise morepork owls that sat
high above the blackboard watching our day, as well as turtles, rabbits and cats.
Both horse and rider used the horse reins to explore the rest of the school, going for rides down
the gully and over to the back field, farm, and gathering blackberries.
As the seasons began to turn the class made some beautiful things. Sunflowers were woven in wool
and

smiled down at us from the great sunflower on the wall; autumn
leaves, so beautifully stitched replaced them as the seasons began to
turn. Snowflakes danced over our windows as the winter began to
chill. Bulbs were planted on the farm for springtime beauty, and
marigolds were grown from seed by the class and planted in the
playground for all to enjoy.
The five vowel angels came over the rainbow bridge to help us
discover our kindness and caring with their loving sounds and
helpful ways. With their help, Class 1 learned how to join letters
together into words, and told the tales of ‘The Fisherman and
his Wife’ and ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ in their Main Lesson books. The
class played a clever trick on Jo by secretly learning all of their
smaller letters with Hilary, so that when Jo came to teach them,
the class already knew them by heart!
We dug lots in the sandpit, made mountains and dams to stop the water from the hose. We skipped
with long ropes and short ropes, and danced under the sprinkler when things got too hot for us.
The witch came to the gully with her treasure, and the class always managed to steal it from her
without being caught. If they were put in the witch’s prison, they knew how to escape by singing
‘Twinkle, twinkle little star’. Brave knights rescued the treasure from fierce dragons for their King or
Queen, and ‘Paper, scissors, rock’ made for some surprise winners in the long journey to the other
side of the court.
The 4 Number Gnomes showed us how to help others by sharing and caring, even if Minnie Minus
did lose things along the way. Dame Nutmeg needed their help as she planted seeds and grew fairy
vegetables to share with everyone. Each child knitted their favourite gnome and Quick Times was a
very popular choice!
‘Tiptoes Lightly’ visited in our afternoon story time before we climbed ‘The Faraway Tree’, and
travelled far on ‘The Wishing Chair’.
Lantern festival was a magical walk through the dark trees with families and song. The biggest group
of gnomes yet, fashioned swords to subdue the dragon in the Michael Spring Festival with their
famous words, ‘We will work with our will…’

This diverse group of 27 children has grown into a whole Class 1, full of vitality and energy. They
hold within themselves the key to the kingdom, ready to unlock their inner gifts, as they step into
the next part of their school journey together.
Jo Skentelbery

Class Two 2011
In class Two this year there were many triumphs celebrated and
challenges overcome for the children both individually and as a
class group.
Becoming a Class Two child meant leaving behind the world of Fairy
Tales and walking into the world of Fables, Saints, Nature and Animal
Tales and great folk stories including the much loved King of Ireland’s
Son.
This year has been a time for the children to strengthen the social
dynamics and class soul of their group; to work together and solidify relationships with one
another, laying a solid foundation for the years to come.
Term one brought about stories of the Fables, teaching morals through humorous little tales about
animals. The children made masks of their favourite fable character and role played stories they
had been told in the classroom. These stories provided lots of laughs through the trickery and
cheekiness of some of the characters. They also provided words of wisdom and lessons to learn
or reflect on .
In reflection of the good and bad qualities that come from the moral world of Fables the children
learned about symmetry. They drew form drawing pictures of elemental beings from stories and
reflected these both horizontally and vertically. With practice on blackboards accuracy and precision was aimed for before presenting these forms in Main Lesson books. Symmetry has been
continued throughout the year through various stories.
Also in Term One the children attended swimming lessons and many gained skills and confidence in
the water ready for the famous raft race which of course was enjoyed by all, especially since this
year all the children had a good understanding of what was going to happen.
Term Two was time for the ‘King of Ireland’s Son’ -a great story enjoyed by all. Each child lived into
the journey of the King of Ireland’s Son and his great
many successes, triumphs and challenges as if they were
on this exact journey themselves. It was amazing to
watch how enthusiastic the children were about this
story as they listened intently to what came next,
volunteered eagerly to role play characters from the
story and sang or spoke rhymes from the text.
Also in Term Two number patterns were continued from
Class One as multiples of two, three, four, five and ten.
Little rhymes were spoken and movements performed to
fully integrate these patterns in the children’s bodies and
memories.
Of course creating and walking with a very beautiful
lantern at the Lantern festival was a great highlight.
This, a magical festival enjoyed by all no matter how
many times it is experienced. The children made little
shapes of animals with pin holes this year so that
when the candle inside their lantern was lit the animal
patterns could be seen.
One of the highlights of the year for class Two was
the performance of their very first play ‘How Bees
First Came to Ireland.’ This was integrated into our
Saints Main Lesson with the characters Saint David
of Wales and Saint Domnoc of Ireland. While there

were many nervous and excited children performing in this play it
was delightful to see each child dressed in their brightly coloured
costume, deliver lines to their audience with aplomb. This was a
very proud moment for the children, their parents and their teacher.
Also in Term three the children learned about the little counting
gnomes who had so many jewels to count that they needed some
help from a little girl named Trixie. Trixie introduced the gnomes to
the ones, tens and hundreds houses to help deal with large numbers
in an ordered way. In the classroom there were daily deliveries of
jewels and these had to be sorted into the correct houses before
the next delivery arrived.
Term Three closed with Class Two zipping around as meteors in their fiery coloured costumes in
the spring/ Michael Festival. With so many opportunities to perform to an audience in Term three
the children really developed confidence to be in front of many people, even those who previously
found an audience cause for anxiety in Class One and the beginning of Class Two
developed a sense of self-assurance for performance during this term.
Term Four has seen the children learn more about the Saints, Saint Francis and
Saint Nicholas and the gifts these men both brought to other people and animals.
The children have learned a rakau stick routine in line with Pacific Island Nature
Tales and have had opportunities to assist telling a Main Lesson story through a
shadow play.
Throughout the Class Two year many crafts have been created; a recorder case, a
stitching square and a Saint Mannequin in handwork, paper origami crafts –
flowers, fish, birds and boxes, wax figures of the hound, horse and Son of the King
of Ireland just to name a few. All of these have been created in line with Main
Lesson stories. The most recent craft activity was creating a raft out of string and
bamboo. The children enjoyed this immensely, especially when they got to test their
raft to see if it could float.
The children have further developed their abilities to play the recorder with
confidence, sing, speak verses, move to rhythms and learn and perform dances.
Each child this year has spoken their birthday verse aloud in front
of the class once a week. It has been lovely to see them learn to
support each other through this process, particularly when certain
children are shy to stand and speak alone.
Painting is an activity that most of the children from class two
love. The quality and beauty of the colours and what happens
when different colours merge has been of great interest to many.
Each child has practised further control over the application of
colours through stories about Mother Blue reaching to the sky
but fading out gradually the further she stretches or Yippee
Yellow dancing spritely patterns on the page in small thin strokes.
Overall Class Two have had a
very full year with many
exciting and varied experiences.
This journey will continue next
year in Class Three with even
more vigour as we take on the
responsibility for nurturing
the school garden.
Happy holidays to everyone!
Taryn Potier

Class Three 2011
Class Three entered into the realms of the Old Testament
stories and these were woven through gardening, farming,
measurement and a major building project main lesson. At
the beginning of the year I asked myself, “Are they ready
for all this?” This class three is a young class and for most
of the first and second terms they were very much like class
two children. It was not until the third and fourth terms we
saw the dragon growing in them. This is when they began to
get feisty, have loads more energy and were up to cheeky
tricks. Fortunately listening to stories of ‘Pippi Longstocking’
helped enormously, as they laughed at her wilfulness and saw someone else up to tricks and
playfulness too.
We began our year with a two week symmetry main lesson all about the dandelion, the clock flower.
Quite appropriate really, as ‘time’ was one of the major measurement units later on in the year.
They really enjoyed this work and it got them under way for the year with singing, form drawing and
writing.
Throughout the year the Old Testament stories have been the focus for most of sentence writing;
using capital letters and full stops correctly; learning about nouns, verbs and adjectives; building
our sight words for reading and spelling; and also focussing on developing the skills for reading.
The Old Testament stories offered plenty of discussion
and questions about death, slayings, joy, hardship,
happiness and deep sadness for the people in the stories.
God was tossed around as being vengeful, loving and a
guide for the people to live their lives by. From these
stories the play, ‘Noah’s Ark’ was written and put on by
the class. Simplicity was the key with few props used,
except for the beautiful singing voices of the children,
their playing of the recorder and speaking their lines
clearly. It was this simplicity which cemented the play and
produced an outstanding performance celebrated by all.
One boy was heard to say when it was all over, ‘Could we
do another play I really enjoyed doing that.’
All measurement units were woven through Old Testament
stories. Early measurement came in when the Israelites
escaped to the desert and lived in ‘Bedouin tents’ and had to
‘make shifting pens’ for their animals. The children made their
own tents out of sheets and measured the length, width and
height of these; they drew the size of a ‘make shift animal pen’
to hold five animals with chalk on the court outside, and
measured this too. Developing the skills of adding up a series
of measures challenged many children but the joy when
realising what they could achieve was worth it.
At Te Arawhetu School Farm the children have weeded and
weeded and weeded. They have planted lupin and then dug
the lupin in to help put the nitrogen back into the soil; they
have planted out plants like kumara, seeds and many trees;
they have made a compost cake; they have put bark on the
garden paths several times over. This class of children have worked very hard up at the gardens
and the view of their achievements is a credit to them.

The children had the opportunity to visit a small farmlet where they dug up kumara and Maori
potatoes; patted and chased the woolly sheep; played in the creek, and just had the loveliest day
out with class mates and parents. They went to a dairy farm where they milked a cow by hand; rode
the milking unit round and got sprayed with water; walked bravely amongst the cows and even
managed to pat and hand feed some; and finally rode on the tractor trailer unit around the farm.
They have visited Naturally Native where they learned about native plants and the production of
these being grown for large areas of planting.
Alongside the gardening and farming, the children had feasts where they
ate their harvested kumara and potatoes, made butter, baked bread, had
salads of mung beans snow peas and alpha
sprouts they had grown, and ate dandelion jelly
with cream for dessert. They also made 40 jars
of marmalade in crock pots for the school fair
produce stall.
When the ‘time’ measurement unit came up we
looked at various lengths of time using counting
and did our best to learn to tell the time using the analogue clock. Many
watches arrived on wrists at this time and this was good as when their
turn came to ring the bell they could practise their skill of telling the time and not be so dependent
on the teacher. Our finale of the ‘time unit’ was walking one kilometre on the back field. The
children measured out a length of 50m and we walked up and down until we had walked the required
length with each child timing to see how long it took them. Very few children grumbled about the
length of time they had to walk but just got on with it. They were so tired that they collapsed for
the afternoon and some parents said their child was exhausted when they got home.
Sports have been beneficial for the children who have played. It has improved the social
relationships between the children and strengthened the camaraderie within this class. Sport
has really given identity to some of the children who have found it difficult to have a recognised
place in this class.
We have done some amazing crafts this year. Each season has seen us complete
something which has helped us to develop a skill or learn a new one. We made crochet
dandelion flowers for Mothers Day cards; we sewed and decorated Matariki stars; we
crocheted flowers for a spring wall display and also for prizes at the school fair.
The building main lesson saw the children viewing ‘The Whare’ weekly throughout its
construction. They also had to construct their own shelter outside; make a stick hut
using clay and sticks and also build a dwelling out of clay bricks. Their own major
project to build a shelter at home had to demonstrate their understanding
of foundations and structure and use natural materials wherever possible.
Wow, what craftsmanship! The dwellings the children made were
outstanding. We saw wood, concrete, bamboo, fern leaves, palm fibre,
balsa wood, hessian and a mixture of these. The children had proven that
they had gained an in depth understanding of a dwelling. They made a
stunning job of building a long seat next to the court and then put

together an amazing ‘rainbow bridge’ made of triangles. They have all equally sawed, hammered,
chiselled, measured, and drilled to help with these constructions.
As a celebration to end the building projects, we camped on the back field in tents, had a barbecue
tea at the local hot pools and played some spotlight. What a way to end an exciting, rewarding and
fun filled year. The children have grown and are now ready for the next year of their journey.
Sheryl Jenkins
Class 3 Teacher

Class 4 2011
The warmth of the summer sun brought blue skies and the soft scents of flowers in bloom, then in
February curious children returned to school for another year. The desks had
been freshly sanded and curtains washed in readiness for their arrival.
We started off the year with a brief main lesson entitled “My Whakapapa”. The
children learned about where they were born, important milestones, the history of
their family and more importantly, I learned about them. This lesson was
extended into a study of Local History including appropriate Maori Myths and
geography. They found out when the early missionaries came to Tauranga and
where they first set up camps. Hence a visit to the Elm’s Mission House and the
Tauranga Redoubt. We created drawings and paintings which were inspired from
nature; wove flax; sung waiata and used Maori greetings.
Outside green leaves turned golden, red then brown and inside the
classroom the children worked with fractions. They drew them, wrote
poetry and listened to stories and played games to practice how best to
learn and use them well. In our work with fractions we also visited the
Kingdom of Musical Timing. The children listened to stories of King
Semi-breve, Queen Minim, Princess Crochet and the Royal Quavers,
becoming the characters and playing percussion. Our fraction main l
esson was continued in the second half of term two when we wrote
fraction stories and learned about improper, mixed and equivalent
fractions. We then made our own pizzas from scratch, cooking them in
the cowshed oven and dividing them into equal shares.
From the Kingdom of Musical Timing
the children journeyed to the land of
the ancient Norseman; learning the
ancient myths and creation stories.
As winter’s frosty breath whirled
through the playground, the children
became giants and dwarves, tricksters
in the mighty Asgard, for their class
play, long before the script was in
hand. They sang in chorus, melodically, beautifully, playing their recorders in
accompaniment. We danced all through
term two and three; we learned how to
dance the Maypole and we laughed a
lot. All the while we had been reciting and listening to classic poetry. The children were now
becoming more confident and expressive in their language.
Working with clay we modeled animals of the air, sea and land, then we made man.
Rain and a dropping barometer accompanied us to Camp Ngatuhoa in September.
Droplets of rain fell on crinkly raincoats as we hiked to the falls. We baked camp
bread, learned the art of orienteering, about nature and bushcraft on the trail and
flew the fox. We came home weary but happy, just in time to catch fiery meteors as
they fell from the sky and to slay a dragon, in the Spring Festival.

The days were getting lighter and longer
and we resumed our Human and Animal
Studies. We became scientists learning
about observation, classification, similarities and differences. We wrote poetry and
we drew and painted the many shapes and
sizes of animals. The children completed a
research project on their pet.
Some of the children finished a bookmark
embroidered with their initial and a favourite animal. We learned a eurythmy alphabet, some seasonal verse and how to
throw and step using rods. Pet Days came
and went with a woof and a hiss and we
took pictures to remember them by.

Just as the strawberries were turning red in the fields, we began our writing main lesson. The
children designed their own initials and wrote creatively and with a flourish.
Then, all of a sudden it was Advent; that most special time
of year. We had such adventures over the year; we did our
best, we laughed a lot and cried some tears too.
Now it was time to say goodbye!
Christine Rabone Class 4 Teacher

Class 5 2011
Class 5 is often referred to as the ‘Golden Age’ and I can truly say we have had some really golden
moments over the past two terms that I have been with the class. The curriculum this year has been
rich with the histories of ancient cultures, the wonder of geometry, the study of botany and the
discovery of New Zealand geography.
Ancient history in class 5 started with the childhood of
civilized humanity in ancient India, where men were dreamers.
The ancient Persian culture that followed the Indian felt the
impulse to transform the earth, till the soil, domesticate
animals while helping the sun-god conquer the spirit of
darkness. The next great cultures were those of the Babylonians and the Egyptians. Next came the civilization of the
Greeks with whom ancient history ends. Every means was
used to give the children a vivid impression of these four
ancient cultures. They read translations of poetry, studied
hieroglyphic symbols of the Egyptians, performed a Greek
myth play, and sampled arts and crafts of the various ancient
peoples, trying their hands at similar creations. The high-light
of our year was the re-creation of an Ancient Greek Olympic
Games, held in Hastings. The children competed in javelin,
Greek wrestling, discus, long jump, style running and marathon
with 8 other Waldorf schools around New Zealand.
Our geography Main Lesson has emphasized the contrasts in New
Zealand. Every consideration of the earth's physical features was linked
with a study of the way human life has been lived in the region, the
human uses made of natural resources, the industry, and produce. The
class thoroughly enjoyed learning some Maori language, waiata and a
powerful class haka to complement this Main lesson.
As a continuation of their study of the living
earth, Class 5 began a study of botany, the
plant world. The class studied the youngsters of the plant world – the
fungi, lichen, mosses and ferns. We thoroughly enjoyed a wonderful day
out at Puketoki Reserve to enrich our knowledge of plants.

The children have practiced regular choral singing
and played the recorder beautifully in rounds and in
harmonies. The high-light of music in Class 5 has
been the opportunity to learn to play the marimba.
We have played with great enthusiasm and zeal and
created some delightful ensemble pieces of music.
We now look forward to all the new adventures that
await us in Class 6.
Love and blessings,
Saskia Etherington
Class 5 Teacher

Class 6 2011
In Class 6 the students begin to explore the wider geographical
world including the peoples of Europe and Asia and their
uniques cultures. Through a sense of, similarities and
differences, an understanding begins to emerge about
individual rights and freedom of people in determining
their own direction in life. With this freedom comes in turn,
the beginnings of a sense of responsibility, not only to
themselves and those closest to them, but to the greater world
community of which they are a part. Throughout the class 6
year , the seeds of responsibility and leadership
sewn in years past begin to bud and blossom.
This year the 11-12 year old children of Class Six were transported on a historical journey through Italy, Egypt, Germany, China,
France and Briton. On the way learning about the legacies left
us by Ancient Rome in the form of laws, religion and technology.
They also had a glimpse of the other side of this era, when
through the stories they experienced the temptation of power
and wealth, the cost of blind obedience and the consequences of
corruption. These historical Main Lessons began with the
founding of the mighty Rome by Romulus and Remus, through
to the peak of its empire building and onwards to its decline and
the emergence of Christianity and Islam. Such experiences were
greatly enhanced when the class lived in character for two weeks
with our classroom transformed into a Roman city ruled by
Judges and Senators experiencing the daily rigor of marching in
formation, and the challenges faced when wearing a cumbersome
toga for all activities.
In addition to the Main Lesson focus, the class has been involved in a variety of programmes this
year including Te Reo, Eurythmy with Bevis, health, geography, geometry, gymnastics, music,
creative writing, poetry, sewing, sport, reading challenges, mathematics, problem solving, mind
mapping, individual and group projects and presentations, self-management, our class play and
plenty of physical growth and changes. Some of the boys have grown taller than the teacher in a
very short space of time.
Beyond our curriculum the world around us served us with learning opportunities also this year. One
example occurred during our Geology Main Lesson
when New Zealand and our local residents took a stand
against oil drilling along our local coastline just prior to
the oil spill. The class were motivated and felt empowered to flex their new found sense of responsibility and
voiced their opinions very eloquently to our Prime
Minister. They were rewarded with some Ministerial
responses letting them know that they had been heard.
Our challenging class play gave rise to more
opportunities for responsibility as well. The class took
full responsibility for not only learning a very long play,
but for designing costumes, building armour,
constructing and painting a set that consisted of six
scene changes and performing a very moving rendition of Alleluia in a five part harmony.
A magnificent effort for three weeks work.

Education outside the classroom has a
significant role for a senior class. The need to
move and flex their newfound strength in an
open environment is important. Our class
spent a week at Lake Waikaremoana hiking,
rowing, caving, biking, swimming and rescuing
each other out of canoes, which provided us
with the perfect opportunity to bond even
tighter as a group. In addition to this,
participation in our class sports teams
(hockey, netball, volleyball and touch rugby)
have helped the children incarnate more into
their muscular and bony structure. The sports
teams have done well this year, particularly so
the netball team who played a nail biting final
game for first and second place in their grade.
Science has been a major focus this year. The children have experienced the wonders of physics
to develop and improve their ability to observe phenomena and record their observations
accurately. This task of observing carefully helps them to achieve some objectivity in their relationship to the world. It was particularly memorable to observe the children during the Acoustics
lessons managing to move between a bassoon, clarinet, obo, flute and saxophone with no
difficulty, and for them to realise that all those years of recorder playing had come in very useful.
It was exciting to to watch the children begin to invent electronic gadgets that ran off the power of
fruits and vegetables. Our version of an electronic eraser was certainly a hit and will be
remembered.
There is a quote from Rudolf Steiner that says “Our highest endeavour must be to develop free
human beings who are able, of themselves, to bring purpose and direction to their lives”. I certainly
believe that these children are well on their way to doing this.
It has been my pleasure to share this exciting year of growth and development with this class.
Their thirst for life and their love of one another, makes our world a better place. I am privileged to
be accompanying them for another year as they step up and take the mantle as leaders of our
school in the year ahead.
Francean McCall
Class 6 Teacher

Class 7 2011
Viewing the world through the eyes of others and
through the lenses that different epochs in history afford
us Class 7, 2011, has been able to broaden their horizons.
The freedom and responsibility of the individual is of
great importance for the world so learning to balance the
need of oneself with that of the greater good has stood
as a central theme in most learning they have
encountered this year.
The year began with a mathematics/art main lesson on
perspective drawing. Accurate measurement, incremental
number sequences, and the position of horizon and
vanishing point(s) formed the basis of three dimensional
space. Observations of colour as it appears in the foreground and then how it is affected by space
and distance coupled with detailing, encouraged the students to explore depth in their work,
exemplified in their Matapihi Rail Bridge drawings. Each student also experimented with forced
perspective photographs.
After sailing for the best part of a week, the class delved
into the history of the Middle Ages covering subjects as
diverse as the Feudal System, the Black Plague, the One
Hundred Years War, life in a monastery, and the
founding of cities and countries as a result of the
crusades and the spread of Islam. We studied the lives of
Eleanor of Aquitaine, Richard Lionheart and Saladin,
Harun al Rashid and Joan of Arc. Following this, bones
and muscles, and nutrition and digestion, set the basis
for a physiology main lesson. Running parallel to this,
the class launched into a major study in practise lessons
on the Islamic form of mathematical thinking known as
Algebra. Real life stories in the form of ballads and prose were converted to algebraic expressions
and then solved using the various methods particular to this type of problem solving.
Term Two began with a main lesson on the Age of
Discovery: when great explorers such as Christopher
Columbus, the Conquistadors and Cheng Ho opened up
human consciousness to new and strange lands. The
world of course changed dramatically in this period for it
was argued at this time that
the world was ‘round’ and
that the cosmos was not in
fact a carousel with the earth
standing at the centre but a
helio-centric firmament which
could be studied with the
invention of the telescope.
The subsequent main lesson
on statistics required each
student to follow the investigative inquiry cycle. Starting
with a genuine question to
which the participant had no

answer, they set about finding out what information they needed and who or what would need to be
involved. They then collected and displayed their data and analysed their findings to come to
meaningful conclusions. Requiring higher levels of independence and analytical ability, this is
possibly the most challenging main lesson of the year for any class seven.
The term finished with an English main lesson on creative writing. Involving many forms of prose
and poetic writing, creative stories and direct observations, the students are encouraged to explore
their wishes for the world and for themselves, to marvel at the beauty in the simplest of things and
to experience and then write about moments of surprise. This main lesson calls on them to explore
their thoughts and feelings in meaningful ways and in a forum in which this can be shared with their
peers.
Term three began with the study of the Renaissance and Reformation. A
time in history likened to the door being opened on a caged bird, this period
saw a great many changes to the freedom with which humanity could impart
their purpose on earth, without previous fears of persecution. Art, culture,
architecture and every day life made a paradigm shift away from the Roman
Catholic Church and the birth of Humanism (Church governs religious life but
individual governs cultural) was realised. Suddenly, born into the world were
many men of genius such as da Vinci, Michaelangelo, Raphael, Kepler,
Copernicus and De Brahe, to name a few, and they brought with them
amazing feats of artistry, invention and vision. Martin Luther, the founder of
the Protestant Church, broke away from the pope in Rome and, before their
eyes, the children could observe through the stories, a rapidly changing world. As part of this main
lesson, each student studied an invention of the time which, in turn, they created and presented to
the school and community. Projects ranged from a Renaissance dress, oil paintings, war machines,
and a water wheel to charcoal sketches and a Gothic arch made from stone.
After a trip to the snow, Class 7 experienced the astronomy main lesson
with Rachel Pomeroy, an astronomer from the Hawkes Bay. They studied
the cosmos, the celestial equator and path of the celestial bodies, the
seasons, the signs of the zodiac, the solar system, and eclipses,
culminating in a star gazing evening.
A brief chemistry main lesson at the beginning of Term Four saw the class
experiment with four types of combustion and create the colour spectrum
using red cabbage as an indicator of acids and bases. Perhaps the
highlight of this was receiving two school graduates, Daniel Robertson and
Craig Balfour, to run a “ready for high school” chemistry workshop.
With the Whare ready for use, Class 7 made the shift to their new
classroom and preparation began on the play production: L Alouette
or The Lark. Portraying the life of the patron saint of France, Joan
of Arc, and then their graduation the class ended their schooling
year with very well received performances which, for me as their
teacher, displayed their finest attributes; namely a forging kind of
strength, leadership and collaboration, and an overall sense for the
“fun” and the “fine”.
Mario Gude
Class 7 Teacher

CO-CURRICULAR SPORT IN 2011
Co-curricular Sport is offered from Class 3 through to Class7. The children had a great choice
of sports offered through the four Terms. The School reflects its 'special character' into the
co-curricular sport with a vision for each Class/Year.
Class 3: 'Unity' in each team. Learning to form a team, learning basic skills & to play well together.
Class 4 & 5: 'Unity' in each team. To develop a stronger sense of team, meaning of commitment,
importance of practice, finding & sharing of strengths & building on weaknesses. Beginning of team
strategies.
Intermediate: 'Unity' Stepping up for some, sharing of strengths. Those that aspire to leadership
roles are encouraged to help with a junior team in some form eg. umpiring, co-coaching or
supporting individual players to upskill.
TERM ONE
Term 1 offered Volleyball with Class 3, 4, 5 & Intermediate fielding teams involving 49 children.
Their Friday night games were played a MAC & Memorial/QEYC Hall.
C3 Steiner Strikers & Steiner Volley Caps
C4 Steiner Pipiahoos, Steiner Stars & Steiner Stingers
C5 Steiner Hippies
Int. The Flamin' Bonkers
Cricket was introduced at Class 3 level. The Steiner 'Catch Caps' played in the
Div 2 Blue competition for both Term 1 & Term 4 playing their games both 'at
home' & at varying pitches around Tauranga & Katikati. Cricket will continue to
build with C3 & C4 playing cricket in Term 1 2012.
In 2012 we hope to offer Waterpolo as a Term 1 option.

Int. The Flamin’ Bonkers

IN TERMS TWO AND THREE
Winter Sports.... Hockey, Netball & Basketball were played by about 100 children.
Hockey: Maxi (C3 & C4) at Blake Park & Mt Maunganui Int. played at Blake Park & TBC.
C3 Steiner Candy Sticks
C4 Steiner Lions
Int. Steiner Intermediate
Netball:
C3 Steiner Net Stars
C4 Steiner Stallions
C5 Steiner Gems
Int. Steiner Priceless

C3 Steiner Candy Sticks

Basketball:
C4 Steiner Holden Hoopsters
C5 Steiner All Stars
Int. Steiner Intermediate

C4 Steiner Stallions

C4 Steiner Lions

TERM FOUR

C7 Touch

Volleyball, Touch Rugby & Cricket were played by 71 children.
Volleyball:
C4 Steiner Grannies
C4 Steiner Pipiahoos
C5 Steiner Divas
C7 Steiner Muffaloes
Touch Rugby: was played at Greerton Sports & Recreation Club.
C3 Steiner Touchballs
C4 Steiner Sharks
C5 Steiner Titans
C6 Steiner Wiggles
Cricket:
C3 Steiner Catch Caps

C4 Steiner Sharks

Much happens behind the scenes for the sports seasons to run smoothly for the children & for the
parent logistics. Thank-you Mario for being our guiding force. Thank-you also to our superb &
capable Coordinators, Coaches, Managers & our many supportive parents.
Volleyball Coordinator … Kevin Powell
Hockey Coordinator ….....Mark ten Have
Netball Coordinator ….... Janine Howard
All the Teams have a Coach & Manager who come from the parent, teacher & wider community.
As in previous years they give their time & energy generously & the children are able to enjoy a
season of sport.
Thank-you to Sue & Dave Blomquist of 'Brumbies' who have continued to provide us with Brumbies
Player of the Day/Week vouchers well after their daughter Georgia has moved on to
Secondary school.
Thank-you also to Chris & Fraser Berkett from Welcome Bay Hot Pools for your generosity,
giving free swim passes to the Player of the Week.
I have handed over the Sports reigns to Karen Friskney who will continue to coordinate & develop
the Sport offered to our children. I have assured Karen she will continue to have the great support
I have had throughout the 3+ years to make it all happen in 2012!
Jen Burton

2011 Triathlon at Sapphire Springs ...The Run

The Festival Year

The Shepherd’s Play

In 2011 a long-held community
dream came to pass. From the
schools earliest beginnings
pioneering parents, grandparents and community members
had toiled tirelessly towards
the vision of a space big
enough to accommodate
Bothmer Gymnastics and
Eurythmy, class plays and the
senior instrumental ensemble,
a place in which we could hold
a full school assembly without
fear of rain or sunburn and
where the acoustics were not
hampered by wind direction.
And for all those years until
now, this aspiration remained
just outside our grasp.

The Whare

But in 2011, the school’s Proprietor’s, the Waldorf
School’ s Trust, who’d been working strategically for
many years towards a goal of completing the primary
school, decided that the time was right for this next
important step. And so from the very first days of
January when negotiations on the construction
contracts began, to the building beginning in early
March and on through that year, all eyes were on the
building project gradually taking shape down on the
knoll.

The plan was to maximize our last
remaining resource consent to the
greatest advantage possible and
include in our renovation of the
historic Maori Carving School, a
Costume department, storage for our
precious gym gear and miraculously,
a classroom that could fit 30 adult
sized people.

And just as in times past, a group of parents put their
shoulder to the wheel submitting as many funding
applications as possible. Capitalizing on the unique
Flavour of the project, this group went on to add a cool
$260,000.00 to the $140,000.00 pool that had
been amassed over the years from gifts, bequests and
fair takings to give us a handsome start of $400,000.00.
And it was precisely this community spirit and endeavour which we were able to
acknowledge when, in a happy twist of fate, we found ourselves able to move into this
building, during the time of the Holy Nights. On All Souls Day 2011, at our Festival of
Remembrance the names of those who had come before us and whose vision, sweat and
sacrifice had forged so much of the proud culture of our
school were acknowledged.
And at our first whole school assembly in a room large
enough to house every single one of our 189 children – our
highest ever roll number, I can tell you , we all but raised the
roof.

Mary Tait-Jamieson.

The Lions Club of Welcome Bay
Charitable Trust Scholarship and Citizen Awards 2012
This year's Scholarship award went to Taylor Asher Law in acknowledgement of her
skilled and compassionate mentorship of junior students, her leadership within her class
and her excellence and diligence as a student.
Taylor's scholarship is allocated for tuition or training of her choice.
The 2011 Citizen Award went to our peoples choice,
Justin 'Dagg' Howard – always the man to have at your side in a crisis.
Justin won a $70.00 book voucher.

Lily and Rose Festival

Comings……

And Goings…...

