WEDNESDAY WINDOW
8th February 2017
Nau mai haere mai.
Welcome to the 2017 Tauranga Waldorf year. After the first two short weeks, we’re really
getting down to it now with specialist subjects beginning in the school and all classes and
kindergarten groups having a chance to know and settle into those so important daily and
weekly rhythms.
Please do check out the dates at the bottom of this page for this term’s Schedule of Parent
Evenings. This is your opportunity to get a sense of the way your child’s year will roll out and
what you can expect.
As well as the three new school teachers, introduced to you
last year, we now also warmly welcome three new staff in the
kindergarten as well as a number of new and in some cases
returning students and their families in both the school and
kindergarten. Please do introduce yourselves to any new faces
you see and help make them feel at home.
One of the things people new to the kindergarten routinely
want to know is how Steiner education looks and feels and
works at the primary school level. Some of you may have seen
the Bay Waka magazine which we took part in, attempting to
provide just this sort of information for people involved or
thinking about education in the early years. And it has worked
so well!
Already we have heard from people saying they had no idea
there was a Waldorf/ Steiner school in the Bay. With these
enquiries coming thick and fast, our kindergarten roll is
booming as are our playgroup numbers. Our school waiting
list continues to grow also. There are 28 children trying to get into Class 3 (just to give you a
small snap shot).
We are sending a copy of the magazine to each of our current families with the thought that it
might just be the thing to share with families who are wondering about your choice of an
alternative education. I hope you enjoy it and the picture it paints of our wonderful recent
graduates and alumni.
Ka kite
Mary T-J

DATES FOR TERM ONE
Wednesday 8th February
Monday 13th February
Tuesday 14th February
Wednesday 15th February
Wednesday 1st March
Thursday 16th March
Thursday 23rd March
Tuesday 28th March

Class 5 Parents Evening 7pm
Class 4 Parents Evening 6pm
Raft Race at Memorial Park
Class 3 Parents Evening 7pm
Class 7 Parents Evening 7pm
Class 1 Parents Evening (see class teacher for details)
Class 3 Parents Evening (see class teacher for details)
Kindergarten Parents Evening 5:30pm in respective rooms
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Thank you to the people who responded to the consultation questions in our recent
survey. Your answers and feedback will be incorporated in the boards Charter and Annual Plan
which we will share with you on the website when it has been approved and submitted to the
Ministry in early March. These yearly surveys allow us as the Board to understand your
aspirations for your children and provide us with valuable insight as to the direction of the
school in relation to meeting the expectations of the parent community whilst also fulfilling our
obligations to the ministry. For those of you who meant to fill it out and forgot to, we would be
happy to continue to receive survey feedback through until the close of school Friday. I have
asked Cathy to resend the survey monkey to you with this email and hopefully you can find the
time to provide feedback. Finally a reminder that anyone is welcome to attend as observers our
Board of Trustees meetings. We have yet to finalise the date for the first meeting due to trustee
availability but if you are interested please let Cathy in the office know and we hope to have a
date finalised over the next few days and this will also enable us to ensure the relevant meeting
papers are provided. On behalf of the board I would also like to extend a warm welcome to the
new members of the school staff and wish you all the best in leading our children and community
on the Waldorf Learning Journey.
Kindest regards
Peter Flint
Board Chair.
FROM THE TRUST

Currently there are 35 pledge forms still outstanding. Here is why it is so urgent we get them back.
The WST is committed to delivering a special character education to your children and can only
do this with the partnership and donation of parents.
In order to plan how and what we can deliver to your children this year, we need these now. Please
help us. Ring Marlis for an appointment if you need to talk through how or what you can
contribute. As soon as we have these we will get back to you about our plans for the year.
ALSO FROM THE WST

Parking
A term one reminder that parking should be in designated spaces and not alongside our
neighbour’s fence by the office and Cowshed Courtyard. We are working hard to maintain good
relationships with our neighbour and would ask you to consider this when parking your vehicle.
There are alternative parks available further up in the school and the back field. Thanks for
your ongoing help with this.
FROM THE CRAFTY PUKEKO

Wendy has had a busy summer giving the crafty pukeko a makeover and
restocking the shelves. Please pop in and have a look. We're also
desperate for new volunteers to open the store...can you spare 45 mins
once a week to help? It's a great way to meet our community.
FUNDRAISING

We still have some first aid kits left for sale from last year’s class 5
fundraising. These are $39.95 each. If you would like to purchase one
please contact Maleta 021607725.
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FROM THE KINDERGARTEN

Rose Ring Kindergartens are pleased to welcome three new members of staff this year:
Margie, Jan and Simone!

Hi, my name is Margie Taylor. I’m excited to join the fabulous teaching
team in Rose Ring Kindergartens. My granddaughters, Maebh and
Orla, were in Sam and Tina’s classes last year and sadly have now
moved back overseas where they continue their Steiner journey in
Kildare, Ireland. My teaching background includes the last four years
contributing to the Early Childhood Education initial teacher degree
programme with Waikato University. Prior to this I was with the
University of Canterbury in Tauranga combining this work with further
studies and kindergarten teaching. Many aspects of my life have been
calling me to Waldorf education. I am feeling blessed to be able to unite
my love of teaching with my love of the outdoor environment and the
arts. I look forward to getting to know the children and their families,
and being part of this school community.

Hello,
My name is Jan Ioane and I am really happy and excited to be joining
the team of teachers at the Rose Ring Kindergartens. working
alongside Sam in Kotahi Kindergarten. I am the mother of three
teenage children my daughter aged eighteen years and two sons aged
fifteen and thirteen. I have worked in early childhood since leaving
school, and for the past thirteen years at the Steiner
Kindergarten, Pathways in Rotorua. This education has become so
important to me; it fits well with my own personal values & beliefs. I am
looking forward to the upcoming year, working alongside the children
watching them learn and grow, getting to know you, their families and
building relationships with my new kindergarten colleagues.

Nga mihi mahana. My name is Simone Andrews and I whakapapa to
Ngati Tuwharetoa (Taupo) on my Dad’s side and Ngai te Rangi
(Tauranga) on my Mum’s side of the family. My duagther Mieka and I
have re-located to Mount Mangaunui from our whanau
farm/homestead nestled amongst native bush in one of my favourite
places on earth – Mokai (28 km’s north west of Taupo). I am deeply
excited to be commencing my teaching in this Waldorf community,
having had a strong association with Four Seasons Steiner
Kindergarten in Taupo. and look forward to forming connections
with you all.
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FROM THE OFFICE

MUSIC
Music tuition with Peg Southee begins February 14th. Lessons for piano/keyboard/guitar are
available. Pupils are encouraged to learn theory and given the opportunity to enter exams in both
theory and practical. For more information please contact Peg on 5442469.
SPORTS FORMS
Term 1 Sports forms are due back today! If you haven’t already done so, please ensure the form
is sent back to the office tomorrow. Late forms may result in your child not getting their first
choice of sport. If you have any queries regarding sport, please contact Charlotte Taniwha
sports@waldorftga.nz
RAFT RACE
Please be advised that the raft race on the 14th of February will now be held at Memorial Park.
New permission forms will be sent out as children will now need transport to and from the park.
These will be sent home with children soon, please have them signed and returned as soon as
possible. Thank you!
CASH OUT
Whilst we have wanted to accommodate the opportunity to support our Friday market by
providing a cash-out service for our parents and community, it has become an arduous task
together with the extra work and banking this creates, having to make extra runs to the bank to
withdraw the cash, the banking charges for our school (as a business banker) have outweighed the
benefit of providing this service. Our auditors have raised an eyebrow and passed comment that it
is highly unusual for a school to provide such a service. So, it seems sensible that we withdraw
this facility. For those unaware, there is a Westpac Cashpoint available at the Welcome Bay
shops to allow you to obtain cash to continue to support our market. Cash and eftpos payments
will still be accepted for purchases for the Crafty Pukeko so it is business as usual for them! I will
send out reminders for the first few Fridays of term so that you (and your children) won’t be
disappointed. Thank you for your understanding.
ABSENCES
Please remember to contact the office before 10am if your child is going to be absent. You can
leave a voicemail on the school phone, text 027 513 3304 or send a message through the school
app. If you have a planned absence for a school child please obtain a slip from the office which
you will need to ask your class teacher to sign. This allows teachers to plan their class
lessons/plays/festivals if they know a child is going to be on holiday, it also allows us to mark
the electronic register in advance. This also applies to Kindergarten children on the school
roll. If your child is in Kindergarten please communicate any absences through the usual
channels i.e email the office/Dominique, text the school phone 027 513 3304 or send a message
via our app. Thank you for your assistance with this.
FROM THE FARM

This little piggy didn’t stay at home! Our new piglet arrived over Waitangi
weekend but has made a great escape and (whilst we are considering
naming him the Great Ham-dini for his valiant efforts), we’d really like to
get him back and would like your help! Have you seen him around? We
have had various sightings of him in the Utopia Heights and Ballintoy Estates and last seen
around the Estate Terrace area. We have lots of sad and disappointed children anxious to get
him back and we are worried that whilst he may be enjoying his tiki-tour of Welcome Bay we
don’t want him to become an extra in a Hunt for the Wilder People style story! Let’s get this little
piggy saying “wee wee wee all the way home”! Please contact Anne 022 162 709 or the office 027
513 3304 if you’ve seen him. Please note hay bales are also available from the farm for $12.
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