WEDNESDAY WINDOW
20th September 2017
Michael Spring Festival
With the blustery weather, one-minute sunshine and the next squally rain, we
know that we are at the spring equinox … and it is time for our annual Michael
Spring Festival. Each class has begun to practice their part in the festival story
and soon those parts will begin to weave together to tell the story of Saint
Michael (pronounced Mi-kay-al) and the dragon. This story tells of human
experience on many levels. It tells of the balance created with the dark and light,
with calm and chaos, both extremes that are felt at Spring equinox.
It tells of the evolution of matter and journeying of virtue from the gnomes in
their underground realm to the angels of the cosmos. It is also the ageless story
that reminds us of our inner courage that enables us to face our dragons,
whether personal or public, and in doing so, break through into goodness and
truth.
There is an amount of logistical planning that goes into making the festival happen, and below are the pieces
that we need parental help with please. Colours to be worn by the children in each class, so please have your
child come to school dressed in the following colours:
Class 1 – the Gnomes, wearing dark red and/or brown colours
Class 2 – the Meteors, wearing yellow and/or orange colours
Class 3 – the Dragon, wearing pastel festival colours (hidden under the dragon skin!)
Class 4 – the Villagers, wearing white and/or pastel colours
Class 5 – the Music, wearing white t-shirts (no logos) and blue bottoms
Class 6 – the Mill, wearing white t-shirts (no logos) and dark bottoms
Class 7 – the Angels, wearing white
This year we will be replacing the flower poles at the festival with something else, so there is no need to bring
flowers to school on Friday as has been the case in previous years.
School Timetable on Friday 29th September:
Each class assembles in their classrooms before moving to their places around the Whare at 11.45am ready
for the Festival to begin at 12 noon. The festival will run for around 30 minutes. The children return to their
classrooms while the parents and Class 7 remain for a verse.
Once the classes are released by their teacher, families can reconnect and have a picnic in the amphitheatre,
enjoy the food on sale from Class 4 & 5, or go home and begin the holidays.
Reminder that the School Festival is for school children only.
Kindergarten Timetable on Friday 29 th September:
Kindergarten begins at 9am as per usual. Parents are invited to return at 10.45am and meet in the Cowshed
courtyard for the puppet story called ‘Crossing the Sea’. Children will be brought to the courtyard by their
teachers and settled for the story to begin.
At 11.30am all parents and children will move back to their kindergarten rooms. There will be a farewell to the
parents of the Te Arakura Children and a presentation of the children’s journey books. At 11.45am, those
parents who have school children can leave to see the School festival. The children will remain in the
kindergarten until either the School festival has finished, or until kindergarten finishes at its normal time of
2.45pm.
We hope that the current spring weather settles so that we can have a gloriously dry Michaelmas Spring
Festival – see you then.
Warm regards
Louise, Suzanne and Jo
Festival Group.
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dear Parents,
You might have noticed a few new families around the school (Welcome!) and we thought it might be a good time to
explain our attendance procedure, firstly for the new families but also as a refresher to all of our families. We know
life gets incredibly busy and sometimes things just get forgotten, especially if you are dealing with a sick child or a
lack of sleep!
But truly, it’s really very simple, if your child is going to be absent just leave a message with the office before 9am.
See below for the options to get in touch. Just taking a minute to do this makes Cathy incredibly happy (she is so
easily pleased!) and saves her up to an hour a day chasing parents up. It is also really important that we have our
registers marked as soon as possible so that in the event of an emergency we know exactly who is at school, so it’s
not just about keeping a smile on Cathy’s face…honest!
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE PROCEDURE
Tauranga Waldorf School is committed to ensuring that all our students get the most out of their education, and
wants to support our students to maintain regular attendance. Students who attend school regularly learn more and
achieve better results.

As parents, you have an important role in ensuring that your child attends school whenever it is open, unless there is
a good reason for his/her absence. Acceptable reasons for absence include sickness or serious family circumstances,
such as bereavement.

2.

Absences:
Where there is a good reason for absence, please:
Contact the school by phone and leave a voicemail 07 544 2452 or text 027 513 3304 to let us know as soon as
possible (before 9.00am of possible)
-orDownload and use the school app “Tauranga Waldorf School” to send an email or phone to advise of your child’s
absence.
In your message please state your child’s name, class number and a reason for their absence. A courtesy call or note
to the classroom teacher is also recommended.
Planned Absences:
At the beginning of Term 1, the school will provide a list of class plays and other important dates so your child can
participate in these special events.
If you are considering taking your children out of school for an extended period e.g. overseas trip, a long weekend
away or a family holiday, the school requires notification of at least two weeks prior to the trip. Please fill out an
“Absentee Form – Parent to complete”, available from the office. Please note that the student’s classroom teacher/s
need to sign the form as well.
Please also note the following:
1. Children who arrive late for school and miss the roll call must report directly to the office on their arrival
2. If students frequently miss school without an explanation being provided, in the first instance we will contact
parents to request a meeting and to work with you to encourage better attendance. If the unexplained
absences persist, we will send a formal warning letter, and may involve other agencies, such as the District
Truancy Service, to follow up on the reason for the absence.
The school is obliged to record all absenteeism on the MOE electronic register, which demands accuracy and
transparency. Your role in ensuring your child’s regular attendance is so important that if you allow your child to miss
school without a valid reason, it is an offence under the Education Act 1989. While Tauranga Waldorf School does
not want any parent to be prosecuted by the Ministry for their children’s absence, we do take regular attendance
seriously. We will be improving our monitoring of all unexplained absences and we are required to pass that
information onto the Ministry. The Ministry may take steps against parents in cases where their child’s unexplained
absences are persistent.
If ongoing unexplained absence continues, a formal notice of prosecution and court action may follow. Please work
with us to ensure that prosecutions can be avoided and help support your child to attend school regularly
this year. Attendance is important and every day counts! If you have any queries or concerns please contact Michael
Rall mrall@waldorftga.nz Thank you for your support and assistance with this from The Board of Trustees and
College of Teachers.
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FROM THE FAIR GROUP
Hi everyone
The stall rosters allocated to each class are up outside the
classrooms, the rest of the stall rosters are with the stall
coordinators…see below. Remember that your family needs to give
4hrs of your time whether its set up/pack up/parking or on stalls so
get your name down on your favourites before they get filled up. Our
beautiful flower garlands stall is still without a coordinator.
It’s one of the iconic fair stalls and would be a real shame if no one could run it. If you think sitting under a tree
by the main stage surrounded by flowers is for you then please contact our stall coordinator
Rachael.0274 243531
Donations
Beads (wooden, glass, shells, whatever, just not plastic please). We have a box in the cowshed for all your craft
donations. We need 2 standalone freezers for the fair day. Please contact Tracey 0274411071 if you have one
to loan.
Craft group this week has Nic making bow and arrows (Class 2, this is on your contribution so come along).
Next week they will be finishing up the terms projects, fish, needle felted fruit and felted stars. Come and see
Billie, Friday 9am in the Cowshed for some social crafting or grab something to do over the holidays.
Stall Coordinators
Strawberries and Cream
Tangelo Juice
Banana Icies
Iceblocks
Crafty Pukeko
Craft Shop
Plants and Produce
Sweet Treats
Entrance hosts
Croquet
Coconut Shy
Stack a Crate
Flying Fox
Candle Dipping
Catch the Rat
Nut Shell Sailing
Pirate Ship
Flower Garlands
Coffee and Cake (in C4)
Hoop the Trolls
Lunch Café (in C5)
Vintage Tea (Cowshed)
Gone Fishing
Smoothie Bike
Impossible Bike

Michelle Flint
Tim Parson, Marc England, Ben Felton
Charlotte Taniwha
Jodi Keet
Wendy Hodgson
Ina and Billie (C2)
Jane Powell
Diana Ment
Anna Regan
Patrick Stewart
Elizabeth & Phil
Dennis De Monchy
Edward Clarkson-Wall
Sally Lyttle
Wayne & Shirley
Meg Grawburg
Bran Auld/Summer Rose
Michelle Flint
C1
Popcorn
C4
Sausage Sizzle
C6 (with Rukuwai Nicolas and Donna
Autumn Rose
C7
Beads and Things
C7

C3
C5
McQueen)
Debbie Turbitt/Spring Rose

FROM THE FARM
A reminder for those who are available to help, Anne is looking for volunteers to assist with Biodynamic
preparation, stirring and spreading. This will take place on Thursday 28th September at 3pm. Please meet at the
shelter at the back of the school field. Bring a bucket and a smile! Any questions please call Anne 022 1627709
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SPORTS
Let’s talk frankly, the Waldorf approach to sport can be challenging. For
us, sport is another platform, to integrate all the indoor and outdoor
classroom and playground kinds of learning that can optimise your
children’s fullest potential in the long run.
So we start music earlier and sport later, focus on particular sports that
support the way your child is learning to learn (with and from each other)
and incentivises and promotes cooperation over individual performance
and winning. And sometimes on the sideline, it is really quite hard to bear.
When the score hangs in the balance and less able children are subbed on
as per the schedule, those of us not on the field or court can feel anything
from a small heart pang of regret, to full on rage or frustration. Our big aim,
a win for every child, over time, comes at short -term cost.

Well done to Class 3 Waldorf Dunkers for their
great dedication and participation throughout the
season and their placing of second place in their
grade!

But when we see, as in these last weeks of the season the effect of wise and skilled coaches and warm parental
support for every child, no matter how able, the treasures of the approach become apparent. We teachers see and
feel the effect of your efforts as parents. And we want to thank you on our own account, but on behalf of the
children too.
Nga mihi.
From the College of Teachers.
Congratulations to the Class Four Waldorf
Warriors, who had a fantastic season! They had
a very exciting game in their grade final - first
equal in the grade! Well done to all of you! Also
our special thanks to Hamish who has been our
assistant coach for the last two years. We'll miss
you next season!

The C5 Channellers and Hotshots had a
fantastic season learning to hold their
positions and to let the ball do the
work. This was important as both teams had
no subs. They are now super fit and ready
for summer sport! …and there is a new
trophy for our cabinet.

Congratulations to Class 4 and 5 Shooting
Stars for an awesome season of great
teamwork!
A great season for Class 6 Netball who
won their grade, great job girls!

Please remember to check lost property before the end of the term! All unclaimed items will be donated to charity!

DATES FOR TERM THREE
Friday 22nd September
Thursday 28th September
Friday 29th September
Thursday 12th October

12 Hour Relay
Biodynamic Prep. 3pm
Spring Festival
Last Day Term 3
Founders Meeting at 6pm
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