CLASS 1
Parent Guide
“Learning in time Learning
over time Learning
together Learning from
each other Learning
through the arts
Learning on the land
Learning through the example of love,
authority and respect.”

www.waldorftga.nz

If you are reading this handbook for the first time, chances are you and your child have either begun
the journey from kindergarten to school via our Te Arakura transition program, or you’re transferring
from another Waldorf school, nationally or internationally. Either way we welcome you and your family
warmly to our rural school in the city.
By enrolling in our school, you’re joining a caring community of people who’ve discovered an
educational philosophy that sees children from a truly holistic perspective and seeks to nurture
every aspect of them. You’ve joined a community that not only expects excellent educational
outcomes for our tamariki, but who aspires to see our young ones emerge from the Tauranga
Waldorf School as well-rounded individuals who truly care for their family, their friends, and the
wider community.
To achieve these important outcomes, you and your family will be asked to actively partner with
our wonderful school staff and every other adult and child within our community. When we
commit to our school’s special character at enrolment or employment, we sign up to work and
walk with all the children of the school both now, and in the future.
The parents and teachers who came before you developed the quality learning journey that your
child will now experience. You are now being asked to partner with the school in polishing that
learning journey further. The purpose of this handbook is to arm you with all the information you
need as your child heads into Class 1. It also outlines how you’ll be asked to support all the
children of the school in getting the most out of the Tauranga Waldorf School learning journey.
We warmly welcome you aboard!

Mary Tait-Jamieson
Principal

From the outside, life in Class 1 doesn’t look very
different to life in Te Arakura. Children in Term 1
still use the same drop off system, spend time on
the farm, are with some of the same teachers, and
still need gumboots and spare clothes. But there
are a few small but important things that do
change. This guide will hopefully give you all the
information you need as you and your child
embark on your next Steiner education journey
(and if not, just reach out and ask).

Attendance
School operates from 9am to 3pm. You can drop
your child off from 8.30am. Before and after
these times please use our before and after
school OSCAR program, which operates from the
Cowshed. Email oscar@waldorftga.nz for further
information or pick up an enrolment pack from
the office.

What to wear
Your child will be given their very own school hat,
which they’ll need to wear while at school in the
warmer weather, and a purple merino beanie for
cooler days.
Our school dress code is simple. It’s based on the
idea that children need to be free to learn, so please
ensure your children wear very plain, sturdy
clothes.
Being free to learn also means they’ll need to have
sleeves for protection in summer and warm layers
in winter. Please dress your child in plain clothes in
natural fibres and in a variety of colours. We avoid
big logos, text and images and save all white and
black clothes for our festivals. Please name all
your child’s clothing. There’s more information on
page 10.

What to bring
As well as the daily lunch, snacks, and fruit (please
no party or packaged food) you are used to
providing each day, there are a couple of new,
one-off things Class 1 children need. The first is a
resin recorder, the second is a crayon case and the
third is a 10cm square bean bag.
You can buy these at the Crafty Pukeko
(Tuesday 9.00am to 9.30am or at the Friday
markets from 2.30pm) or make them yourself (the
pattern for the crayon case can be found here).
Many parents buy these and give them to the
children for Christmas. All other stationery and
craft supplies are provided.

Starting out on the right foot
Let’s talk about your children! After the lovely long
summer break, the first step towards Class 1 life
begins with parent interviews. These take place a
few days before school starts and are an
opportunity for you to tell us all about your child;
how they have changed and grown since we saw
them last, and any special loves or worries they
have developed recently. These interviews are a
special way to start your relationship with the
school.
Several things determine the quality of the
education your child will receive while at the
Tauranga Waldorf School. We believe the
partnership created between home and school is
the most important. Strong partnerships are based
on clear and respectful communication. Find out
more from the helpful guidelines on page 7.

LEARNING & GROWING TOGETHER IN CLASS 1

The rhythm of the day in a Waldorf school is the same all over the world periods of physical learning alternating with artistic, practical, social and
academic learning in a coherent framework curated to be seamless, rich and
joyful.
Each Waldorf class takes an unhurried approach to learning so everyone
can grow and thrive at their own pace. The rhythm of the Te Arakura playbased transition to school program gives way gradually to a more
structured day. But initially the children will be spending a lot of time in the
familiar bush and farm environment.

Daily learning
The day starts with morning circle, and you may get to hear or see
snippets of the many learning areas that weave into these including te reo,
eurythmy spatial dynamics, and more.
In Class 1, we introduce the concept of Main Lesson - a longer block of time
that lasts for up to four weeks. Main lesson takes the children on a learning
journey where one context is explored intensively and in a dynamic and
trans-disciplinary way. Although delivered experientially, so the children
hardly realise they’re learning, you’ll definitely start to sense the beginning
of the children’s literacy and numeracy adventure starting to unfold.

Our curriculum
While every Waldorf school in the world follows the same Class 1
curriculum, based on the natural world, geographical context plays a
significant role in how it’s rolled out. The founders of the Tauranga
Waldorf School had a vision for a school where a great deal of the
children’s learning would occur on the land. So, while the first big
milestone of Class 1 is discovering how to be together and learn together,
to achieve this there is a lot of time spent exploring the wonders and
secrets of our school through the farm, bush and gardens.

Our cultural environment
Our school shares many of its values and principles with other cultures,
including Te Ao Māori. We have a strong commitment to ensuring Te Tiriti
o Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi) is reflected throughout the fabric of the
school.

Class 1 Main Lessons include:
Fairy tales, folk tales and nature stories; pictorial introduction to letters; form drawing; preparation
for reading through writing; qualities of numbers; introduction of the four processes in arithmetic;
lower multiplication tables.

Music and Sport
In Class 1, your child will learn recorder and just as we prioritise the spoken word before learning
to read, we also put learning to play music by ear before learning to read written musical notes.
If you’d like your child to learn another instrument, please consider waiting until Class 3. In our
school, all children learn the violin together before going on to other solo instruments later in the
journey.
Team sports start in Class 3 too. Our aim is to have the children discover the joy of cooperation
before embarking on more competitive endeavours. So, in Class 1 and 2 we work on strong
physical foundations: balance, coordination, spatial orientation, body geography, fine and gross
motor skills, including the very important sequencing and rhythm.

When your child turned six and joined the school roll, you signed up to partner the school
in delivering a Waldorf Education, not just for your child but for all the other children in their
class.
One of the most important ways to uphold this commitment is by using the school’s communication
protocols and pathways. You’ll be supporting all the parents who came before, got together, and
decided on behalf of the whole parent community that this is how we can maintain a healthy
communication culture.

Tauranga Waldorf School Parent Communication Code
- developed by parents for parents
The Communication Code on the next page outlines your responsibility to, and for, our special
school. It sets out a base expectation and goes alongside the commitments you made in your
pledge and special character agreements.
When past parents created this code, they kept these key points in mind:

•
•
•

Will this help a new parent in the school?
Will this support the children’s education?
Will this support the diversity of our community?

A Tauranga Waldorf School parent will….
1.

Support our teachers to deliver a Waldorf education:

a. by delivering children to school in time, ready to learn
b. by communicating with the teacher about any issue that might be affecting your child
c. by supporting class activities
d. by aligning school and home values through accepting the school’s special character.
2. Uphold commitments to the school’s special character:
e. through engaging with, and becoming informed about, the culture and
philosophy of Tauranga Waldorf School
f. through honouring the parent pledge and special character commitment
g. through commitment to school Fair: all families help with crafts and baking,
provide 4 hours of time on Fair day.
Class 2 parents are responsible for organizing the Fair
h. through commitment to all other special festivals and outings
3. Be open to engagement with school community:
i. through welcoming newcomers to our school environment and contributing to
community wellbeing
j. by engaging with other members of the school community in a constructive way.
4. Use constructive communication by :
k. understanding and using the Tauranga Waldorf School communication pathways (below).

We believe we can all communicate clearly, kindly, and for the good of our school community.
Please choose to communicate in person, rather than on social media.

What supports constructive communication?

Ownership

Accountability

Responsibility

Stating my observations
and my feelings

Acknowledging and
expressing my own needs
and intentions

Identifying what I can do to
help resolve the issue and
what you are requesting.

What blocks constructive communication?

Blame

Excuses

Denial

Avoid assumption, expectation,
and words like YOU, THEY,
SHOULD.

I (or others) can’t because (no one
listens, have tried before, too tired,
not worth it).

Everyone is responsible for
upholding the Code to keep our
community healthy.

A good way to begin is to check in with the other person:
• whether it ia a good time to talk or not
• indicate the amount of time you may need, and;
• it may be appropriate to signal subject matter.

Step by step: Communicating for a positive outcome
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Describe what you have heard, observed, know, or believe.
Describe how you feel about this situation (effects for you and yours).
Explain how you would like to resolve the issue (your needs/wishes/affirmation/apology).
Ask the other party for their observations, feelings, needs and wishes.
Each suggest possible solutions for reaching a resolution - make requests if needed.
Make agreements together.
If an issue remains unresolved, follow the School’s Complaints Policy Guidelines. Don't give up.

WORDS TO LEAVE OUT

USE INSTEAD

Can’t

Won’t

Must

Will or want to, would like to

Always

Sometimes, often, seldom

Should

Will or want to, would like to

Have to

Will, want to, would like to

Never

Sometimes, often, seldom

But

And

Try

Do or don’t

Newsletters and School App
Keeping up to date with happenings within the school helps grow and
maintain a strong community spirit. It can be challenging but
prioritising communication with our school is an important value for
Tauranga Waldorf School parents. Please make every effort to read
newsletters from both school and the class teachers. Please also
download the School App so you can receive alerts and reminders
and check the School calendar and website regularly.

Concerns and complaints
It’s important for teachers, students, and parents to have the right to
learn, feel safe, and be treated with dignity and respect. Our teachers are
dedicated to upholding these rights and from here, students learn to do
the same. Please support your child and their teacher by leading with
kindness and respect.
The Tauranga Waldorf School does not tolerate bullying. Children are
encouraged to inform an adult immediately if they are suffering or
aware that somebody else is suffering. Teachers work with creative
acts of redemption, helping the child to make amends.
If you have any concerns regarding your child, please contact your
teacher. Your child’s well-being is a teacher’s first and foremost concern.
They will always make time to discuss any concern you have and where
they can assist with resolving it.

Class Parent Liaison
Finally, each school class has a parent liaison and their role is to support
and encourage healthy communication between parents and teachers
and to create a positive class/parent culture. If you need guidance, have
concerns or questions, please get in touch with your parent liaison (or
you can always arrange a time to talk to your teacher).

Absences and lateness
Please let the office know before 9am if your child will be absent or late, by email, phone, text
(027 513 3304) or via the School App. If you have a planned absence for your child, please
complete the slip and have it signed by your child’s teacher and the Deputy Principal.
The Ministry of Education school policy applies, which states that any day out of school, other
than for sickness or bereavement, is seen as unjustified and the school cannot grant permission.

• If your child is late, they need to report to the office before going to class.
• If your child is unwell for a long period of time, please keep the office informed.
• If you anticipate a long-term absence for your child, please inform your teacher and
make contact the office early to initiate the necessary applications.

Parent education
The school offers many parent education opportunities, as well as Class 1 parent evenings where
parents work together on how to successfully educate and care for all the children. We urge you
to make the most of these opportunities. These will be advertised in newsletters.

Festivals
Your child will take part in many festivals throughout the year. Here’s an idea of what you can look
forward to:
• School Fair (Term 1)
• Whitsun Diversity and Inclusion Festival
• Lantern Festival of Lights
• Matariki Festival
• Spring Festival (Term 3)
• End of Year Senior Graduation

School photos
While there will be many amazing photo opportunities over the next year, please leave your
phones and cameras out of sight. We, and the children, need you to be present in your role of
‘audience’ so they can fully experience the performance.
We have a school photographer who takes wonderful photos and makes them available within
days of an event. Our teachers also take photos of things to share with you. Please consider
signing the photoshare agreement and protecting everyone’s privacy by sticking to it.

Dental
The Tauranga Intermediate Dental Clinic services
our school. If you’d like to book an appointment,
please phone 07 578 3070.

Sickness
If your child shows signs of illness at school, we’ll
call and ask you to collect them. If your child has
been diagnosed with a viral infection, they must
stay away from school for 24 hours. If your child
has vomiting and diarrhoea they must remain
absent until 48 hours after their last symptom. We
ask parents and children not to come to school if
they are really sick. Sickness includes vomiting,
diarrhoea, high temperatures, a green runny nose
along with any other flu like symptoms,
conjunctivitis, impetigo, and any other contagious
illness. With contagious illnesses, like strep throat
and chickenpox, we need to know immediately so
we can notify other parents, and in some cases,
the Ministry of Health.

Accidents and illness
All teachers are trained in First Aid. In the event of
illness or an accident, the necessary first aid
measures are carried out and where appropriate
anthroposophical (Weleda/Wala) remedies are
given. If the accident or illness requires medical
attention, you will be contacted. If medical
attention is urgent or we can’t get in touch with
you, a member of staff will take the child to the
Welcome Bay Medical Centre or the Tauranga
Hospital A&E.

Health and safety reporting
If you see a potential hazard on school grounds,
please report it to your Parent Liaison, class
teacher, or the school office.

Emergencies
If there is an emergency on the school grounds or
in the surrounding area, you’ll be notified via the
School App. If you move house or your child’s
emergency contact changes, please update your
details by sending an email to
reception@waldorftga.nz

Head lice
To prevent head lice, please check your child’s
scalp and hair roots once a week, vigorously brush
the hair daily, and comb the hair with a finetoothed comb at least once a week. If you notice
head lice or eggs, please treat them straight away
and let your child’s teacher know so we can ask all
parents to check their children’s hair and treat, if
necessary.

Child supervision
Children on the school grounds at the weekends or
out of school hours (Mon - Fri, 840am-315pm) are
the responsibility of their parents or caregivers.

Bikes
Please make sure your child wears their bike helmet
while riding and locks their bike when it’s parked at
school.

Recycling
As a Waldorf School, we teach the children to be
aware of their special environment. We have
established a recycling procedure with the
biodegradable waste, paper, plastic and glass.
Please take care of our School and environment by
recycling properly. A ‘waste-free’ lunchbox is an
easy way to support this.

Smokefree / Vapefree / Dog-free
The school, kindergarten and grounds are all smokefree, vape-free environments. We also ask that dogs
are kept off school grounds during school hours.

• Clothing and shoes need to be hardy, practical and above all comfortable. Children are
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

creatures of movement so it’s important their movement isn’t restricted or hindered by
clothing or shoes.
Clothing and shoes need to be plain with no motifs, pictures, labelling, or media references.
This is because discussing pictures or TV characters on their clothing distracts them from
their play and learning. It also distracts people’s attention away from the child so rather than
seeing the child, they’re first drawn to whatever catches their eye on their clothing.
Logos that are small enough to cover with one hand are acceptable on clothing.
No black clothing because children’s feelings are strongly influenced by colour and
emotionally, black tends to be linked to negative states of mind.
Please no backless shoes, high heels, or jandals.
Provide slippers for wearing inside (sometimes they’re available to buy from the Pukeko).
No hair dye or hair styles such as dreadlocks, mohawk or shaved heads.
Long hair needs to be tied back to allow your child to play comfortably.
No nail polish or perfume.
No jewellery or body piercings with the exception of one small stud or sleeper in each ear.
Please name all clothing and shoes!

School Office Phone:

07 544 2452
(8.30am – 4.00pm)

Emergency Phone:

027 513 3304
(for texting absences)

Office
Pledges
Finance
Principal (Mary Tait-Jamieson)
Deputy Principal (Michael Rall)

reception@waldorftga.nz
pledges@waldorftga.nz
finance@waldorftga.nz
principal@waldorftga.nz
mrall@waldorftga.nz

R364 Welcome Bay Road, Welcome Bay, Tauranga, 3175
PO Box 115, Tauranga 3144
p: (07) 544 2452
e: reception@waldorftga.nz

www.waldorftga.nz

